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ALSTON MOOR 1980 AN  APPRAISAL

Alston Moor Parish Council is concerned about the recent closure of the Foundry in
Alston, and the wider implications on the already slender social and economic structures
within thé Parish. The Parish C duncil has therefore commissioned this Appraisal in order
to investigate these structures and identify the inhetent ptoblems and potenti al resources
of Alston Moor. ' , A ‘

~ A study team wais specifically appointed for a four month period to undertake the
Apptaisal, During the time allocated the Study Team collected and analysed considerable
quantities of data, culminating in this document. '
ot

It is;.i;ntended that the completed report should fulfil three principal functions:

1. To p@ide a reference point for future local planning affecting the Parish dnd in __
particolar to provide source material for the recently inaugurated Fell side Project.

2. Te rééiﬁer a Parish point of view.

3. Toprovide reference material pertinént to prospective business enterprises.

The Study Team, Peter J. Kempsey, Dip Arch (Architect) and his wife, Sonia M.A,
Kemps> y  B.A. Hons. M.R,T.P.l. (Town and Country Planner) are residents of Nenthead,




BRAMPTON HEXHAM

ALLENDALE AND WEST ALLEN

KNARSDALE

b=
r
_ N -
z
O
r~ >
>
m
NENTH >\
GARRIGILL s z
O
/ \ h
X DFAF e

PENRITH

N

OUSBY ;
\,
A CROSS /5/
\ FELL

MILBURN

7
L1
!
l
!
|
|
31vas33L NI NOLI 1IN

+-—2km -

N
L
—
|
(4

PARISH OF ALSTON MOOR ENVIRONS
Scale 1:100,000




1.
1. INTRODUCTION

L.7 Location

Alston Moor is situated in the hen:t of the Northern Pennines where the three
counties of Durhap, Nerthumberland and Cumbria meet, and is in fact just within
Cumbria, previously being part of Cembertand, It is. renowned. for its high altitude
and remoteness from other centres of civilisation (by British standards), and although
the great attraction to thase who live and come to stay-here, it is a deterront to
many forms of commercial development and accounts very much for. the recurring

economic problems of the area. i : : '

1.2 The need for a Study -

- The closure of ALston Foundry in January 1980 has highlighted the need to
improve the loca | economy.: In order to determine how this might be achieved, an
cppraisal of the area's resources is necessary so as to identify the problems and examine
their causes. '

1.3, Aims

1 .4 lnvolvement of local pecple

Through studying the structure of the local économy and social and environmental
characteristiés of the dred, the aims of this appraisal are to -lentify associated problems
and their cduces mind to invéstigate how they might be solved or alleviated. It is
hopéd that- inicoitying this cut, the Study will also distil and record l~~~" pinion on
matters of concern to the community.  In the longer term the aim would be to stimulate
cummunity interest in the affairs of the Parish and initiate the forum for the exchange of
points of view.

During the infor::-tion collection process,-every-household in the parish was
circulated with a questionnaire. The design of the questi onnaire, its delivery and
retrieval, and the final processing of the data became a self-contained project under~
taken by Lower Xixth students of Samuel King's School in’ collaboration with "Moorlands
Softwere”, the Nenthead-based computer firm. Although the retrieval of the completed
questionnaires relied on the co-operation of each respective householder, a 31% response
was nevertheless obtained. This can be considered an excellent response for such an
exgrcise depencent onindividual participation.and, compares favourdh'y with response
to similar research undertaken within cther communities.: In‘parallel, the Study Team
interviewed the majority of local employers so that the present employment provision
ceuld b{ehr._e'a::orded‘ and a commercial point of vigw established. : :

1.5 Proklems in context :

In order to successfully solve any problems, the roit causes must be identified
amd investigafed. In the case of Alston Moor, today's problems stem partly from the
difficultier engendered by the isolated and: exposed location and partly from an -
historisal legacy of exploitation. Sections 2 and 3 of the report investi gote these
aspects. v o o
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~ulation and service centre of the areq, is relatively

2.
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Geographical position and climate

Alston Moor is a self-contained area of opproximately 60 square miles,
 surrounded by the highest fells of the Pennine, chain which form the watershed of
three major rivers, the South Tyne, Wear and Tees. Alston itself, the main pop-
: sheltered, situated in the
South Tyne Valley at is confluence with the Nent tributary. The other two
settlements in the area are Nenthead and Garrigill, Other than this the popul-~
ation is scattered in small hamlets and isolated dwellings. The whole of the
parish lies above 788 feet and Nenthead (1460 - 1600 feet) claims to be the
highest village in England. The high altitude means that the climate is cooler
and weitzr on average than lower lying areas of Great Britain (mean annual
temperatsre 44 deg F,” mean annual rainfall 49.6 ins), but to compensate there

.. are certain aftractive features about the weather, notably the outstanding

clority of the atmosphere,
Geolog_y

The landscape of Alston Moor, althog h predominantly carboniferous lime-

- stone, consists of alternating layers of limestone, sandstone and hardened clay

which vary in thickness and are faulted due to movements in the earth's crust.
The occurrence of mineral-becring veins is widespread throughout these faults

- and fissures in thestrata. The geology of the area has thus played a key role

2,2.2

2'3.
2.3.%

in local history, = = .

Mining activity has probr"ly taken place in Alston Moor since Roman times,
and both lead and silver have certainly been mined si nce the 12th century. These
and other metals such as zinc and copper (and also coal) were all mined in large
quantities in the 19th century when mining activities reached their peak in the

. drea. Other minerals sych as filuarspar, witherite and barytes have also been

‘extracted here. As the seams became exhausted or uneconomic to work, and
foreign comp etition intensified, the industry declined until today three small
anthracite mines are all that remains. ‘

Communications

Alston Moor's isolated location is frdicated by the distances from the nearest
towns of any size; Penrith 19 and Hexham 21 miles from Alston. With the excep~
tion of the Alston-Brampton (Carlisle) “all weather" road, all the routes out of
the area climb to considerable altitudes. Hartside Height ot 1,889 ft on the A686
Penrith road is notorious for becoming impassable wheneover winter conditions are
bad. Killhope, the pass into Weardale at 2,056 ft is the highest A road pass in
England, and the pass over Yad Moss to Middleton in Teesdale reaches 1,962 #.
The route to Hexham only manages to climb to 1 + 546 ft over moorland it o
Northumberland. Although Nenthead is not infrequently cut off from Alston in’’
severe wi:'er conditions, ‘Alston itshif s rarely completely cut off from the
outside world and, even in the memorably bad wirt er of 1978-79, Wright Bros
(coaches) the locally based firm managed to maintain their service on all but
a few days. Doubtless, however, winter weather condidicns. are a contributing
factor, together with remoteness, in deterring outside businesses from settling
here.
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2.3.2

The necrest cities are Carlisle, 29 miles ard Newcdsfle-q:on—Tyne, 45 miles

from Alston. Distances to, Penrith and Hexham have been stated previously.
" Haltwhistle and Brampton, much smaller employment and service centres are

17 and 19 miles from Alston respectively. Going East, Stanhope (in Weardale)

- is 21 miles and Middleton in Teesdale 22 miles from Alston, Thus Alston is too

remote to be considered as a commuter settlement, although certain residents

" _travel as far afield as Carlisle and even Newcastle daily to work, . It s

L therefore essenhal fhat Alston conhnues to pro.ude a locol employment base.

firms from decldtng to settle here, Alston, is, in foct, far moré favourobly

. located than, for example, West Cumbria in terms of a central position,

. . readily accessible to both East and West coasts.

Sources: Alsfon Mc:r Pan;h o

History, Directory ond Gozeﬂeer of Cumberlund and Westmcrlond
" Fumess and Cartmel 1829, Pearson and White

Cumberland and Westmorlcmd Antiquarian and Archaeological

Society, New Series, Volume 64, 1963, Paul N, Wilson.

The Independenr Bus, Kelfh Turns .
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 #7¥he rapid developmant of the area over the iBth and 1 9th centuries. .

' its recent dfc'quisiﬁod' by the Catholic Trust who'thus own large areas of land

" “started to develop the: lead mining industry at the head of the Nent valley on

. closure of the milnes took place during the 1960's,,
NATR | _ L

4l

THE CHANGING ROLE OF ALSTON MOOR

Alston Moor's past history Is inextriably involved with mining., Lead and.

. stiver'were mingd here as early as the 12th century although it was not until
' ‘the‘end ¢ the 17th ‘century that mining activities wére intensified, leading to

" The'estate SfjAlsfbn Mozr was settled Upon' Greenwich H&pit&l in 1734 after

‘Jaeobite rebellion of 1715, The estate remained with Greenwich Hespital wntil

* ¥ within the parish and also retain most of the mineral rights. e

In. 1750 the London Lead Company, created by a group of Cuakers in 1692,

a scale previously unprecedented, and Nenthead grew from a sparse scoftering
of dwellings to a properly serviced village.

Mining reached its peak of prosperity in the early 19th century, by which
time it had become the principal economic support of the area. Alston wos an
essential servicc centre for its mining hinterland, providing the areas foodstuffs
imported from the neighbouring fertile areas of Brompton, Hexhom and the Eden
Valley.

The population grew with the flourishing minfng activity and a wealth of
services developed including a grommar school, National School, Town Hall
and Library. The London Lead Company retained hold of their leases through-
out the main period of mining activity in the area, finally relinquishing them
in 1882. During this time the area benefited from the philanthropic ottitude
of the company who provided services for the miners not normally associated
with 19th century private enterprise. In 1825 the company planned the rebuild-
ing of Nenthead and subsequently provided a wide range of services, namely a
school, chap el, market hall, reading room » public baths ond wash-house.

As the area prospered, communications improved. The road over Hartside,
engineered by Macadam, was cpened in 1828 by which time most of the main
roads servicing the area had developed along their present routes. The Halt-
whistle railway link was completed in 1852, This consitituted a considerable
engineering exercise as the line drops 500 feet from A}ston to Haltwhistle. The
railway provided an efficient means of communication and was used for the
transport of lead and later fluorspar which was mined in the 1950's.

Towards the end of the 19th century, lead-mining suffered from foreign
competiton and this, together with the gradual exhaustion of the veins led
to the eventual collapse of the local industry with a parallel decline in
Varlous attempts have been made during this century to revive the lead

mining industry but none’ of these haye flotrished for long and the final

Alston Moor, in common with many other remote areas of Great Britain
has suffered from ryral depopulation as fewer have been employed on the
land and local job opportunities have diminished. This problem has been
accentuated here through the dependence of the local e gonomy on lead-
mining, a declining industry,
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3.10

3.1

3.12

3.13

3.14

In 1940, Alston Foundry was established as a munition factory, the isolated
location being an obvious advantage in a war-time situation. Since them,
transport costs have soared, its isoliion thus becoming an increcsing disad-

~ vantage and no' doubt contributing towards the final closure this year. As

‘mining activity diminjshed, so the Foundry fook on the role of major.employer
" ond gave the'area'a sense of economic security, thus perpetuating the area’s

* dependence on a single industry, '

During the last decade, two major losses have occurred in‘the area which
were the effect of national trends rather than the.local economic situation. The

first of these was the loss of Alston's role as an administrative can tre after locol

governr .t re*organis*fon in 1974, Alston was no longer large enough to
administer its own services as administration became cemtralised into larger,
more powerful units. Alston with Garrigill Rural District Council was thus
replaced by Eden District Counc!l based of Penrith, Secondly, Alston lost
its rail-link with Haltwhistle in 1976 as part-of British Rail's programme of
closure of small, uneconomic branch-lines. s

In 1980, the closure of the Foundry has created a massive unemployemant
problem, nearly a quarter of the working population, now belng out of work.
With the loss of its main economic support, the future of the area is now very
insecure. The possible loss of pofulation which this may cause could lead to
a decline in services. Alston has lost its administratibe fundidon ond its role

@5 a service centre has already diminished; it now serves a much smaller

popvlation than.in the past and with increased personal mobility the local

{inhabitants are able to.look: further aficld for their requirements. Never-
- theless Alston;is presently well~endowed with services for a populotion of
... itssize, but without the emergence of a new-role' for the parish as a whole
. the demand:for these services will decline. L '

Recent years have witnessed growth in the tourist industry although it is
still relatively "low~key" and the place of tourism in the local economy has
not yet been fully resolved.

. - The opportunity now exists for fundamental change in the structure of the
area’s economic base. Having lost the previous m~imstay of its economy,
Alston Moor needs to find a new direction and pumpose in order to secure

the future prosperity of the area,

Sources:  Alston Moor Parish Guide : Y
South Tynedale Railway Preservation Society S
History, Directory and Gazetteer of Cumberland and Westmorland,
Furness and Cartmel, 1829 - Pearson and White '
Through the ages - Lovise M. Thrain
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4,2.1

JABLE1 - * Changes in Total Population = Allston Moor Parish

4.2.2

6 3
POPULATION

Past Trends

In'1821 the population of Alston Moor was 5,699, Between 1828 and 1832
the dépression following the Napoleonic wars caused 2000 persons or thereabouts
to leave the parish. After the First World War there was again a severe depression

" in mining and by 1931 the population of Alston Moor hcd‘d;mppedfto 2,678. 1

Recent population change oo R 4

The population of the parish continued to drop-steadily until 1971 when it

vk bolow 2,000.

RV TE R

S yem 19st 1961 o 197 97 v

cwoedn v o 26780 02827 2105 1902 2142 g 1

apiod v

o SourceCensus o{fPopulotlon&I 977 élep&éli roll survey
. . Between 1961 ond 71, compared with Edén'_ngtrict as a whole, the
Parish of Alston Moor suffered a substantial decline in population. The part-

*jcular section of the community largely responsible for ths depletion in numbers

. was the 35-64 age group, perhaps reflecting the final closure of the lead mines

) .

B in the 1960's. The grapos tion of people in, the 15 - 34 age group rose over the

- _same period but still remained well below the average for.Cumbria generally,

4.2.3

indicative of the restrictive nature of job opportunities locally.

TABLE 2 Population change 1961 - 71 (Population in private households)

1961 1971 % change
~ 'Alston Moor Porish 2,063 - 1,870 ~ - -09.35

Eden District © 41,0087 40,445 -01.40

Source ~ Census of Population

However in 1977, the Electoral Roll Survey carried out by the Courty
Council and Eden District showed an increase in the population of Alston Moor
of 240 since 1971. In 1970-71 the total number of pupils on the school rolls

" in the area was 364. In 1976~77 this had risen to 403 (in 1979-80 the total
roll had dropped slightly to 396). These figures would again indicate an
increase in the population since 1971 at least in  numbers of young fomilies
within the porish, although the largest increase would still appear to be in
the over 60 age group according to the 1977 Survey. In any event the
previous trends of popylation decline now seem to be reversed ( probably as

. result of an influx.of incomers rather than more local pecple staying in the
area). :




4.3.

7.

Whether this will remain so after the foundry closure remains to be seen and

-+ depends. almost entirely on the degree of success achieved
= industry.into.the area. The questionnaire indicated that out of a'total of 753

persons.represented by the reSponse, 66 resudenfs (49 from Alston) intend to

leave the parish.

Age Structure

'in encouraging'

The population in 1971 showed a far higher prop ortion in the older age
groups (i.e. 45 and over) than the national average, and lower proportion of

‘those aged below 45, The disparity from the norm in the 15 - 44 age group
_indicates the lack. of _opportunities for the younger working age groups and

although this proportion of the age group within the populationrosz from 1961-71
it is still well below the nafi onal average and below the average dor Cumbria as

 awhole, At the same time the percentage of those over 65 years of age, already

., i higher than average, rose by 2.17% reflecting both theoutward imigration. of
.":the younger elements of the population. leaving older residents behind and the

. Jattraction of the area as a place for reﬁr'ement.'

i ,"uTA BLE 3 ‘Age Structure 1971, Alston Moor-companson with national average.

) L‘ ',r" ka

) .A.se 9f°9P= o % Males

%Females

Alston Naﬁdn&i Alston Notional

Moor .- . . Average - . Moor - “Average
o om0 s 0 23% . 23%
o529 0% T 2% 17% 2%
| 4..‘.\30;44 e Jew C 8% 4% 7%
C4SSeA/59 8% T A% 0% 18%
60+/65+ ST T M% _26% 8%

,Source |97| Census of POpulahon



8.

S. EMPLOYMENT
5.1 Employment Types

A variety of empleyment types is represented in Alston Moor. In 1971, the
proportion employed in agriculture was higher than that of Great Britbin .as a
whole, although.lower than for. Eden' District; whilst male emp loysveht in -
services was well below the national average. L I

TABLE 4 Persons in E mployment in the Parish of Alston Moor,

. ‘Males " 7. Females

T Totel % % % Taal % % %

’ ;Work'lhg Parish

Blen G.B. Working Parish ~ Eden  G.B.

" inParish

~ inparis
Agriculture 50 - 16,1 -
Mining 2 - 3.6

Manufactdring 220 39.3
Constuwsetion 50 8.9
Services . - 180::.. 32,1

0 90 4L

29.4 3.5 .3
3.4 25 m. . - 0.8 0.
16a3 3@-3 o 4‘0 ]8'2 9.7 28.‘
13.5 10.5 - - 0.8 1.1

“TOTAL 580 . 100%

T00% T00% 220

5.2

5.3

5.4,

~Souree: 1971 ‘Census (10% sample)

Piesent Employment Provision within the Parish = .

In 1977, 137 people were employed full-time in agriculture (& 58 part-time
incliding 22 seasonal employees). Sevamtden men.are currently employed in
mining, approximately 80 people are employed in manufacturing (after the
foundry closere) 52 in construction (this figure is derived from H. Kearton &
Sons Ltd; and excludes self-employed builders, craBtsmen and small businesses
employing a full-time work-force of only one or two) and, very approximately
200 are enployed in services. Port-time, casual and seasonal ‘fabour accounts 1
for about 120 ~ 130 further jobs in services, nearly half of which are in the
catering trade.

Self-Employment

Perhaps indicative of the independent nature of Alston inhabitants, there
are cpparently a high proportion of self-employed persons in the area. In "
addition to small retail businesses these inc lude those who work on the land,
builders, s cialist skills e.g. electiicians, joiners and craftsmen. It is
probably a fair comment to say that the majority of these are people prepared
to accept a low income in return for the benefits of living on Alston Moor.

A total of 83 persons represented by the response to the questionnaire replied
that they were self-employed , i.e. 22% of the economically active populas
tion covered by the questionnaire.

Travel to Work

From the response to the questionnaire and the results of the employer
interviews, it would appear that 28% of the working respondents travel to
a work location outside the parish (15% over 30 miles away) and 5% of
the workforee within the parish travel in from outside, most of these from
Slaggyford.




?

Data derived from the questionnaire would indicate that 41% of the workforce
- travel to work by car, 12% by public trenspoit, 2% by bicycle and 30% walk.
- +Of this latter, by far the majority are residents of A Lston. Finally, 15% work
 athome.. . AR A

5.5 Econonic Activity

 Male economic activity rates (i.e. the percentage of population:in employ-
. ment or seeking work) closely resembled the Cumbrian and national average in
1971, although slightly lower. Female rates differed slightly more, possibly
reflecting a more limited range of job opportunities for women, although now
. epproximately 42% of manuf acturing jobs are taken up by:female labour. . (This
. would have been considerably. lower. before the foundry. closure). There are
probiibly slightly more wc 'men thon men employed in retailing and-cértainly
the catering trude Is dominated by female labout, as is the local hospital.

TABLE 5 Economic #ctivity Rates

Male % Female™
Alston RD 79.1 37.2
Cumbria 80.3 40.1
Great Britain 81.4 42.7

Source: Census of Population 1971, Unplublished Small Area Data (100%)
5.6 Unemployment

In 1971, a total of 34 people in Alston Moor were recorded as seeking
work. By November 1979 this had almost doubled to a figure of 62. Seemingly
the increase in job opportimities over this period could not keep paee with the
increase in population.

6.8.2 Unemployment was not a ser iow problem in Alston Moor in 1971. The
main cause for concern ot that time was the lack of job-opportunities for
woamen. Approximately 4% of the working population were recorded as
seeking work in 1971 (less than the Cumbrian aveeuge).

5.6.3 However, this situation has since changed, the principal problem now
being an overall lack of employment opportunities. In November, 1979
the percentage unemployed was already high at 8.9% (compared with 5,5%
for the Haltwhistle Empjoyment Exchange Area as a whole). After the
foundry closure unemployment rose drastically to around 25% (not accounting
for the few who have since found work elsewhere). 15% of the workforce
reoresented by the questionnaire response were unemployed. Unemployment,
whtch was already becoming a serious problem in Alston Moor has thus been
considerably magnified by the closure of the Alston Foundry.. - -

5.6.4 Prior to the Foundry closure, most of those secking wark were either
unskilled :or semi~skilled, and most males were looking preferably for
outdoor work but, because of lack of alternativé épportunities, would
accept onyjob.offering ot v er £60°a week. ‘ ‘

5.6.5! The total number of persons employed at the foundry in December
1979 was 122 of whom, prior to the closore, 5 had found jobs elsewhere
and approximately 12 lived outside Alston Moor, The labour force
included 21 apprentice-trained, skilled workers (8 moulders, 7 pattern-
malers, S fitters and 2 e lectricians) one of whom at that time had another




10. -
job to go to, and one qpprentmce xf' tfer who secured employmenf elsewhere. |
Other skilled employees, i.e. executives, supervisors, and clerical workers
accounted for a further 29 jobs, two of these acquiring alternative employ-
ment in December 1979. The remainder of the work~force consisted of semi- !
skilled workers and 5 labourers. Most employees were aged between 30 and -
60 and the average age of the workforce was 41 years. This would seem to {
indicate. that the foundry did not offer attractive prospects to younger

- - members ‘of the: workforce who eonsequently hove hfﬂe chouce but to Ieave ‘
""" th e drea to seék“employmenf. P : Lo

,,,,,, i T A A%

5.6.6. One of fhe problem (] f@r unemp’loyed pedple hlvmg in Alsi'on Mocf is
of ﬁndmg out where vacohcies exist. An experiemental attempt 16 reatify
" this short~coming is being considered by Hexham Job cenfre who mtend
to provide a job display-board in the Town Hall. -~ - ‘

Sourceg_ .. 9s2. Local employees
L 5 5 1971 Census ¢ p0pulhon, unp ublished small area data
B Haltwhusﬂe Empioyment Office
5 6 County Councu] exfracts from Hall'whtstle Employment
Exchange Area
- Alston Foundey Co. Ltd.
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6.

1.

:ECONOMIC BASE

671 MANUFACTURING AND SERVICES

6.1.1

Present: Provision and Future Prospects

&3]

| The 1»ldrgesi.tv::~émpldyer after the closure of Alston Foundry Is Precision Products

- (Cumberland)'Ltd,, together with their subsidiary company William Ball

(casings) Ltd.; employing a:tétal of 53 full-time employees (& 5 part-time).
The. company was founded in 1947 specifically to exploit the then newly-
invented Shaw specialised method df producing high quality costings. The
rapid growth of the firm led to the formation of the subsidiory company .
~ond the construction of an additional foundry to cope with the increased
work-load. The new foundry went into production in 1970. The original

bullding (High Mill) in the town centre provides a total of 19,000 sq ft

- of floorspace while the new factory at Fairhill provides 13,000 'sq ft.

- The production of golf-ctub heads played a major part in the growth of

the company. Prec.ision products were the first foundry i the world -
to cost heads inproduction :quantities, ‘and in addi tion to supplying many " ° "

- leading British manufacturers, heads have also been ‘exported to the United

.. States, Canada, New Zwildnd and South Africa. Golf club heads formed

 about 90% of production 5 years ago, but this has reduced as a result of

.+ Foreign -compe tition to around 15%, and Precision Products have diversified
. to produce a. very wide range of products, parts for machinery-building

6.].2 !

industries now proving to be the most important outlet. Other products
include precision cast dies for plastic and rubber products, marine, air~
craft, and cero~space components, parts for agricultural mdchinery, and ~ -
parts for the electrical industry produced in alloys with special magnetic
properties. : The highly specialised nature of the work and the wide range

of products, would indicate that this firm is unlikely to be affected by the
general crisis in the British Steel industry, and in fact last year, they
initioted a 5 year programme of expamsion.  The aim is to treble output

- within this period, and in the process to provide an extra 40 jobs over the -

next four years. The firm has recently secured a loan of £75,000 from the
Industrial and Commercial Finance Corporation Ltd. for this purpose.
The policy of the firm is to employ from within the community where possible.

- Forty people are currently employed as Shaw processors, of which fifteen -

are female. The firm can thus offer jobs which will attract both sexes.

The greater number of employees (54%) are aged between 20 and 39
(inclusie) which would suggest that this work offers attractive prospects

to younger members of the workforce. Most workers are residents of Alston.
itself but 14 travel from Nenthead, 1 from Garrigill, 1 from Leadgate and -

2 from Slagayford. - ¢ -

' Other mcnﬁi"’dcwringﬁfmis}' within the parish include Aldéistone Industrials
Ltd who occupy the premises previously operated by Redmaynes (1,500 sq 1)
and produce clothing and other textile-based items, the Overwater Guitar
Comgpany located in the Nenthead ‘advance factory unit (1,200 sq ) who
design and manufacture guitdrs, Art & Commercial Constructions, glass

fibre fabiicators, océupying 2,500 sq ft of Fairhill, Alston,
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6.1.3 Aldgystone Industrials Ltd took over the former Redmaynes, clothing 1
manufacturer's premises én 1979 and were forturde in being able to employ
the existing workforce. Twelve machinists are presently employed (9 full= -
time) and proposals are to take on one extra full-time and one part-time
worker immediately and one school-leaver frainee under the Manpower * .
Services Commission work-experience programme in the summer. They are
short of space and need additional premises. This firm: relies enﬁrely ypon
female labour (apart fromthe manager) and could consequently be adversely
affectred by the foundry closure as avai ilable female labour may decrease 1
if ex-foundry workers, seekmg opporl'umﬁes elsewhere, ‘take wives and
daughters out of the parish. All the employees are local resndenrs, four

‘commg from otumg arec:s withm the pansh and the rest from Alston itself.

6.1.4 Overwoter Guitar Cbmpany now emplcm 7 peOple (4 male ond 3 fomale).
e ”’If |s an expandmg ‘business; hovmg taken on three extra staff this year., 1
' There are no further proposals to increase the workforce, unless an
* apptlcation to the Manpower Services Commission is successful in which
‘ "case they would be able to offer one clerieal and one work-shop position.

6.1.5 ' ~Art & Commercial Consh'uchons originally specialised in artistic moulding
" " but now concentrate on repetitive process-work producing items such as 4
_ fibre-glass litter~bins and road grit containers, Their workforce consists
~ of 3 fibre~glass laminators (male) and one female clerical assistant.
 They expressed a willingness to talee on one or two extra stoff if resources
could be matle available under one of the Munpower Services Commission's
schemes. ‘

6.1.6" - "'‘Educational and welfare services provide employmenf for a total of {
o ‘f‘fdpproxlmately 86 people including 27 employed full-time in éducation,
" The hospltol employs a total of 23 (including 16 ful and part time
 nursing staff), and Grisedale Croft Home for the E!derly employs 2 full-
- time officers and 9 part-time staff. ‘

6.1 .7 - Wright Bros (Coaches) Ltd, operating the Iocal bus serwoe from Nent- 4
head, employ 10 full-time staff and o few part-=hme sl'uff wufh extra part-
hme drlvers on Bcfurc ays and in fhe summer, '

©6,1.8 ' Other mo‘or employers wi thin the service lndustry include H. Keorton
S _' & Sons (Construchon) Ltd., J. H. Henderson & S ons (garage business)
the Moredun Gorages & Hodgesons (coal merchom‘s, planf & haulage
'contractm) ,

6..1”",'9" H ‘Kearton & Sons (Construcﬂon) Ltd , isa long-stcndmg famlly
a firm which was established in 1878 and is now oneé of the biggest
employers in Alston. The company employs a warkforee of 52 (47 male)
. with a wide range of ade groups epresented. . The ‘labour foree includes -
22 craftsmen ond 5 dpprentices embracing the broad-spectrum-of skills
. - necessary to the building trade, . e.g. brick-layers, joiners, plasterers,
plumbers, electricians etc.:. A wide range of construction work is
" undertaken. by the firm from bridges to:housing rehabilitation,
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Much of the work undertaken (approximately 80%) is outside the area (e.g.
Penrith and Hexham) and three employees are currently based ot Hexham.
_Bpart from these three and two from Brampton, all the émployees are

residents of Alsi‘on Moor including 8 from Nenthead and 31 from Alston

itself. Although a large proportion of work takes place outside Alston

Moor, the firm considers itself ldeally situatied in that it can tender
for. work both in the North~#ost ‘and in Cumbti. Therefore Keartons .

will continue to operate from Alston.and.in fact have plans $o acquire

a new, one acre site in the station: yord (plot no.: 2) -and to construct

- - @ 6,000 5q ft new building there, - Expansion plans include an antici-
. pated increase of 5 - 10 employees over the next three years to include

6.1.10

6“ .]‘ D

6.1.12.

craftsmen, lobourers and apprentices. Long term plans could be
affected if the foundry is not replaced by other employers. Local
Government cut-backs in spending could also affect the firm as
substantial prOporhon of their work is in ‘this field.

The major gcroges, J H Henderson clnd Sons and: the Moredun,

~ occupy.a tatal of 16,000 sq ft.ond probide employment for 22 Full time
. and 2 part time mcles and . part-time female staff. (Héndersons also

_operate a Haulage business from Langwathby employing 6 Alston residents

as drivers) Staff of the two firms &ncludes -5 skilled enechanics; 2 body

‘repmrers, «and a skilled electrician and 4 dpprentices (one a resident of

;A . Cowshill in Weardale). Hendersons have been adversely affected by the
foundry closure through a direct loss of custom. Two other vehicle repair

enterprises operate within the parish, a general repair -business based at

- Garrigill end a Landrover specialist situated neaky in.the South Tyne .
,valley, The latter is o cleve|0pmg concern stifled by, lack of suntable
_premises. Their work=load.is such that they ore cons:denng hkmg on

extra mcnpower.

Hodge sons prov:de fu“-hme employment for 7 men ond parf-ﬂme
‘employment for 1 man and a woman. Thd r range of operatiansinclude
a coal business, plant contracting, haulage and production of dressed
local sand-stone. The coal business operates from the -Station Yordy
The dressed stone operation is developing and may expand into-the station
yrard , utilising a plot adjacent to their coal depot for display of their

"product. The proposed devel0pmenf could create. 2 or 3 further jobs.

Slwps, bonks and off' ices provide an esﬂmoted 60 full—-ﬁme jobs, no
smgle business employlng more than half a dozen staff, The Co-op's pro-
posed new shop in the market square, currently under construction will
replace thd r present grocery and begetable shops. It will be a self-
service shop with 1,760 sq.ft of floosgace on the ground-floor and
16 50.sq.ft ot first floor level giving a total of 3,410 sq ft. The new
shop may take on one or two extra staff but no difinite proposals exist
and no significant change -is envisaged in numbers employed by the Co~-op..

. The hard-ware shop will continue to operate os at present but the existing

grocery store will probably &ecome surplus to re quirements and be made
available for s ale or lease. The previous Co~op vegetable shop was

i demohshed to make way for the new store and’the Co-op currently rent
premises to accommodate their department for greengroceries on a temporary

basis to revert to the owner when the new shop is completed.
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6.1.13 . People wish ‘ing to start:a retail business, of whom there.are olreody_ct number
= inexistence in Alston Moor, face problems in finding svitable pl"emlses in
_Alston. This situation is exacerbated by the reluctance of certain property
~ owners to dispose of property which remains vacant or under-used, often in
attractive fradlng poslhons in the town. .o |

6.1.14 .: (. The fore-gomg plurcgrcphs mdicate fhe gemerolly small-scale of qeecn-
. ._hons in the area, A number of small firms hope to expand and take on
., further staff but their combined impact will not absorb the surge of un~
.. employment created by the foundry closure. New businesses are essential
. to create the jobs so urgently required by the surplus labour force ond in
the longer term to stabilise the population. - i

Promohon of Industrial Developmant

6.1.15 The Govemmeni‘s pmposed changes in Regnonol Ald w:II offecf Alston
. wbzch as a Special Develcpment Area, currently qualifies for the
.+, + maximum financial incentives. Financial aid $o far hos largely been

. made available through the Tourist Board (see 6.5.2),. the Manpower
‘Services Commission (who have v.unded a number of employment schemes
in the area including the bui lding of the Nenthead Advance Factory as
a job creation project), the European Regional Development Fund and
funds made available for land reclamation under the Loccl Employment
Act 1972, A

6.1.16 Alsfon s Special Development Area (SDA) status i$'to be withdrawn
on August 1st 1980. This will be a serious blow to any attempts to attract
new industries to the area with the loss of incentives in the form of grants,
loans tax free , allowances and the possibility of a rent free perlod of vp
to five years for tenants of advance factories. When the region loses its

- pecial Development Area status, it will be demoted to a 'Development . |
~...Area', This reduced status will only be enjoyed for a limited period
. before being withdrawn altogether (spbject to Government review) in
.- 4982, This will effechvely reduce’ qll forms of ceni'rol government aid
&dr. developmenf - Do _

6.1.17 .. Other areas wsthm i'he county wi H be snmllurly cffecfed and it will
become extremely difficult for the County Council, faced with the
i resulting increased demand for aid, to implement. fheut policies aimed ot
. boosting employment through prosision of a range of sites and premises s
o for smoll scale industrial devalcpmenh R

6.1.18 .. lt is fherefore mportcnt fo make the best posslble use of special
- Devélopmenf Area aind ; quvelopment Area assisfonce whidst still available.

6.1.19 The Enghsh lndusfrlal Esfates COprle‘lOﬂ are presenﬂy executing an
o advance factory building programme within the parish on behalf of the
Developmert. Commission.. . Two 5,000 -sq ft units will. be prov:ded- the
first of these is under construction.in the station yard-and is due to be
.. ...completed in mid 1980.. The siting of the second Fochory umr hos yet

to be determined.




6.1.20. .
e nQ.immediate plans for further. building but if the demand wes shown to

PN o

6.1.2’:

6.1.22

6.1.23

6.1.24

6.‘ .‘25~ :
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. The Counfy Council, who built the 1,260 sq ft unit at Nenfhead; have

exist they would consider the possibility of wither building further units
themselves or making loans available fo firms wishing.to build for
themselves.

The Council for»‘Smull»lndv'Jﬁs,tries in Rural Areas (COSIRA) is ﬁble to
offer advice backed up by technical and management services, training

- schemes and financial assistance in setting up and developing small

businesses. It is an agent of the Development Commission whose main
aim is to improve the general quality of rural life by creating viable
and prosperous communities in the countryside, particularly in areas of
declining population or with other inherent problems. Thus COSIRA is
likely to play an important role in the guidance of Alston's economic
future, ' -

. Sites for'-iﬁdus!'r!ol Deo elopme’nf-; 2

 The station yard_.. contains 4 piots designated for industrial devélopment.
3 of the plots have been allocated to the advance factory and existing
local industries (keartons, Hodgsons - see 6.1.9 & 6.1.11).

The Alston foundry site is now vacant and offers obvious potential

- for futrure indistrial use. Rather than to perpetuate the problems

associated with dependence on a single major employer, it would be of

- greater long term benefit to the parish if several smaller industries could
- be encouraged to share the site.. This would ensure a healthier and more

stable economic base and provide a wider variety of job opportunities

* for the working popultition. It must be-borne in mind that conveyance

of the entire site to a single.employer would further impede diverfification,
due to the resulting shortage of other available indistrial land.

However the foundry site does not. lend itself so readily to such sub-
division, The services are particularly inflexible, No toilet or drainage
facilities exist in the main site, the present facilities are entirely situated

- in the office/canteen block on the West side of the main road.: The internal

- ‘3'phase electrical and the private gas layouts are convenient only to a

single oc cupation and would require major alteration to serve a multi-use
occupation. : ' - -

The site is divided by the River Nent. Existing accommodation to the
South of the river consists of the main old foundry buildings occupying

- 34,000 sq ft of floor space and the two-storey laboratory comprising 1,100

- 5q ft of floor space. ‘The northern part of the site, across the river, contains
a large new shed (19,000 sq ft of floor space and.32' 0 clear headroom)
with adjoining office facilities converted from a row of cottages and the
new pattern shop (2,700 sq ft) which offers a readily usable space for a
small industry. The foundry offices with canteen and toilet faciltHes are

located across the main road. A principal disadvantage éf this building is the

lack of vehicular access, entry being cbtained across a pedestrian bridge.
A further feature of the complex is a disused quarry behind the pattern shop.
The quarry has a reconstituded floor which is unsuifable for siting permanent
buildings althou gh it presently contains two derelict hangars. °

[ . : e [T :
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This space would however be invaluable for parking and apen storage as .
- " the remaining site is extremely limitéd in this provision. ~The site, apart * '+
.+ from.¥hix quarry, is.in fact extremély cramped, although® demolition of part
¢ :iivof the.old foundry buildings-wouldipermit better “Use of the new internal
acces bridge across ' the Nent and ‘@ moré satisfactory traffic flow ‘generally.

6.1.26 It is clear that the site has been developed around o single_production )
i process, which has determined the location of rodds, bridges and buildings.* " -
«-iHowever, :limited alterations would greatly increase the convenience of the ;

sitfe for any alternative single production process'and more comprehensive
changes would convert the site tolerably for multi-use occupation.

6.1.27 It is'essential that the foundry site earns its keep and supports once more
- a proportion iof the working community. If for any reason the foundry site <

is not developed, the community will be faced with a shortage of accessible
designated industrial land. It is desireable in the rural context to concentrate
industrial development in specific areas, rather than permitting sporadic
industrial sites. The recent industrial developments in the neighbouring
station yard confirm the need for active industrial use of the foundry sitecas
this will become an ingredient of the ready made industrial nucleus of Alston’

6.2 MINING

6.2.1 When coal-mining was nationalised (in 1946/47) small collieries were 1
allowed to continue operating under license from the National Coal Board.
- Thus there are three privately-cperated mines in the Alston Moor a rea , the
largest concern being Clarghyll Colliery Company which provides employment
for 11 full-time males and 1 part-time female. This mine has been in aperation
for 40 years and its future life is not forseeably limited. As the work, is
unattractive, however, there is a probdem in securing suitable and permanent
labour. Two grades of anthracite are extracted which are distri buted to
Tynealda, Weardale and €o. Durham. Cne grade of industrial dust is also
produced which is sent to Stella North Power Station on Tyneside. Total
production is around 2, 350 tons-per year. o

6.22 ..; The remaining collieries are situated at Ayle (near Clarghyll): which
-currently. employs. siz men, and-Flow-Edge, off the Alston-.C riigill road,
-.. where operations are temporarily suspended. Co Hhesmoeinnl
6.3. AGRICULTURE & HORTICULTURE

4

6.3.1. ., .. . Although the quality of migricultural land on Alstoriéor is poor (grade - -
4 R’;‘?"Q!h@ valley bottoms but elsewhere grade 5), agricultire accounts for
-1 opproximately 26% of jobs in the area. This percentage compares favourably
- . ~with.the 17% of the working population employed by Alston foundry prior to
. the recent closure. e

6.3.2 There are 41 full-time and 46 part=time holdings in the area, and the
~ majority of farms are quite small, Asto be expected in an upland area, the
principal type of holding is the livestock rearing unit, ‘specialising
principally in sheep. SRR T D S
1, Ministry of agriculture Parish Summary 1977 = 4 full-time unit is one reckiomed
~totake at least 250 standard man days' to gperate, Stonderd man days (SMD's)

are based upon head of stock and acreage of crops..

2, i.e. between 250 and 500 SMD's (only 6 require more fhcﬁ 1,000 SMD's to
operate).




6.3.3 .

6.3.4

6.3.5

6.306 R

6.3.7
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TABLE 6 Agriculture, Alstoan‘dr - Stocking

Cattle no. Sheep No. Pigs Poultry
dairy cows 314 ' breeding ewes 17,170 B
beef cows 1551 shearlings . 3,090 : e
other cattle 2259 lambs and other 21,718 35 . 2,388
sheep ‘
TOTALS 4124 41,978 35 2,388
. +i»Mins of Ag., Alston Moor Parish Summary 1977 o fe

~ Alston Moor is defined in agricultural terms as a 'less Favoured Area’.
This meansithat under the Hill Livestock (Compensatory“Allowances) Regula-

+:tions 1975, which implement EEC Directives on 'Less Favoured Areas'

hill cattle and hill sheep subsidies are payable annually on a héadage basis.

- Less Favoured Areas (LFA) are also entitled to additional concessions under

the Farms:and Horticultua al Development Scheme. These will be affected

to a certain extent by the Government 's recently announced cut-backs, the
most significant of these being the reduction in grant towards draingige schemes
from 70% to 50 %. - Other special concessionary grants (50%) will remain

“unaffected., These are namely grants for raads, fencing, walls, sheep-pens

and dips. ' : :

Two of the main limitations of farming in this parish are the small size of
the individual unit and the predominahtly high rainfall, The late 1960'sand
early 1970s sow the amalgamation of a number of units in the area. However, °
the sharp rise in‘land prices since then has discoufaged further amalgamations
as the incentives offered to amalgamate have become outw eighed by the
attractions of selling on the open market. The lower land prices on Alston
Moor have therefore encouraged purchasers from outside the area to show
intérest in local farms, o ' |

High rainfall causes problems of deterioration of grazing land caused by
poaching of cattle and sheep. This con be dealt with cheaply and quite
effectively by practising controlled grazing, i.e. by removing stock from the
land in quesh on around the end of Septresber when the last grass @rop is

- growing until the following spring. -Over several years a noticeable improve-
‘ment in quality of grazing-land-éan be achieved by this practice.

Land drainege is obviously important in this area of poor quality land and

high rainfall, and in this respect-the reduction in grants for drainage may have
_an adverse effect on farm improvemeénts within the quish.

. An unusual enterprise, ‘Hortside Nurser)f Gardenchose to base its oppration
in. Alston Moor specifically because the high rainfall, clear atmosphere and

incidentally the lack of pests forms the ideal climate for the cultivation of

alpine plants, The backdrop of natural beauty is considered to be a valuoblg‘ -

settinig from a sales point of view. Located at 1 ,100 feet, it is considered fo

be the highest nursery in Great Britain. The greatest proportion of con:cnerciol

gctivity is in specialist alpine cultivation, otwut 20\ - tv25Z:;of trade b?\?g the
olesale distribution of the more common alpine piants 80 non=specicit

::)\::'si:s. Although some business is carried out hy mog!,at:e ‘t:\;rserz ‘: |’\:Iell

patronised by personal callers. Some ore’ day—trippacs-onhe oli a):r;\‘cau

travelling to or from Scatand who call spontaneously, others speci y

__4
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make the iourhey to the nursery attracted by the special commodity'dn sale,
This latter can be seen as a boost to tourist activity in the region,
6.3.8 _The nursery garden at g resent occupies about 2 acres but there is ample
~ room for future expansion. It is a family busiqes’s.providiqg full-time employ-
ment for 3 people and casual seasonal labour for about 4 people during the
sumaner,’ ' S '

6.4, FORESTRY

6.4.1 The Forestry Commission do not have any forests within the parish, Most
forestry operations within this area are carried out by the Economic Forestry
Group (EEG) .- All the preperties managed by this Company in the area are-
... dedicated to fosestry Under_the'.iForestry Commission Basis 11 Dedication
" scheme, which means in effect that the land is under covenant for fexestry
. use !ogly/.' _ At the present time the EFG have no plans either to remove land
- from forestry use or to increase their activ ities in this area. As the total
‘area of woodlands is fairly small and much of the planting is recent, insuffi-
cient work is generated to require o locally based lobourforce. The woodlands
~ are in fact managed (together with. other woodlands in the Cumbrion areq)
by a workforce based at Newcastleton in the Borders region. Harvesting
_and other such operations occupy about 3 months of the year ond are generally
7 carried out by contractcars from outside the area although local pecple are
occasionally employed on a cosual basis (the total no. of hours worked on
 this basis is very low). C T e "

6.4.2 #ccording to the Economic Forestry Group the potential viability of
: ~ the Zlston area f‘o‘r’dfinsmim is.very high. From a ¢lima=tological ;-
geographical and geological.standpoint is is excellent, .and when ik -
peoximity to the highly aforesedBorders region and-associated servi- e
~ industries is considered, if is economically very well placed’; - -0
"There is a very considerable acreage of high potential forestry land
which could be developed to the mutual benefit of both forestry and tradi-
~tional land uses,. An increase in the development of forestry in ithe area
" would wery rapidly lead to opportunities for the employment of local people
. .Qnd.at the same time make a valued.contribution to the local economiy"

6.4.3 ~  Against this one needs to corsider the fact that forestry is not, by its
very nature, a kabour. intensive, activity, Also, further land acquired for
forestry would have to be taken out of agricultural use and this could
consequently create unemployment. Nevertheless, it would help to broaden.
the existing economic base of the area. Further de'velopment. of forestry
within the parish, will be continually frustrated by the existence of larde
tracts of grouse momwr which do not support a compatible activity, It may
. be wothwhile for an appraisal of the grouse moor s to be ‘undertaken in order . .
. toassess whether any of this land is poor shooting land and could:be given

over to forestry purposes, thus making the best economic use ‘of the landy

6.4.4 From the environmental point of view, any large scq}é. aforestation
~ would completely alter the appearance of the landscape .and could detract . . , °
A from the existing open ;:Horocfgr";of the moors, Howev:ve:ri.,,_-., trees are not
o fggeim to this region and careful plonting, pcyangdue _fréspect to contours
- and other features, could enhance the landscape and. contribute to the

~économic viability of the areq,

—
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6.4.5  Any future development of forestry within the: Alston area would very
probably be carried out under the Forestry Commission's Basis 111 form of
Dedication. This calls for very strict management principlas relating to
integration with agriculture, public recreation and the environmentasa - - -
whole. If aforestation is carried out on this besis it could make a valuable

~ contribution to the area, although traditionally hill farming and forestry
have not been compatible, loss L land can.be compensated:for by the
benefits of improved access to hill grazing, enabling improvements, such
os drainage. schemes (otherwise: uneconomical) to be implemented; -

6.4.6 Although areas of land,: eminently suitable for aforestation, exist within
the parish, the traditional unwillingnessto release portions for forestry
purposes remains the main obstacle to further development of this activity.

' TOURISM

The North Pennines Tourism Growth Point

6.5.1.  Alston Moor lies within the North Pennines Tourism Growth Point;
which was designated b y the Department. of Trade in congunction with the
. English Tourist Board for a three yedr period taking effect from April 1978.
] . Total investment in:tourist projects over this period is:expected to be in the
 region of £3 million... The English Tourist Boord has been authorised to
provide financial assistance: of £) million towards appropriate schemes
‘ within the Tourism Growth Point area. Under section 4 of the Development
of Tourism Act §969, the. English Tourist Board can provide financial assis-
tance of up to 50% of the capital cost of projects related to tourism,

, 6.5.2 - The area covered by the Growth Point scheme stretches from Barnard
" Castle in the south to !xclude part of Hardrian's Wall in the ‘north and lies

mainly in the counties of Durhom and Northumberland. The: Parish of Alston
Moor is the only part of Cumbria contained within the perimeter of the Growth
Point. Already certain projects located on Alston Moor have benefited from
finoncial assistance under this scheme. These include: "extensions to the
Cumberland Arms Hotel, new accommodation at Lovelady Shield House Hotel,

. some self catering units within the parish and the provision of a-48 bed

" outdoor activity centre wt High Plains near Garrigill. Further assistance has

" been projected for.the enlargement and landscoping of the Horse and Wagon

* caravan park, Nentsberry., ’ - -

Existing Facilities and Proposals
6.5.3  Aécommodation.

There are 5 hotels in Alston, providing a total of 88 bed spaces, which
offer be<! and breakfast plus evening meal and in most. cases, full board. The
Miners Arms and Crown Inn, Nenthead and the George and Dragon, Garrigill,
provide a further 24 bed spaces. The licensed restaurant at High Fell can
accommodate 12 persons overnight.* Also within the parish there are é farm
houses and 11 other establishments, offering bed and breakfast and sundry
self catering cottages registered with the localtourist board information office.
The Youth Hostel on the Pennine Way can accommodate 32 and also provides
meals- 2 specialist hostels in the Garrigill area, one not yet complete, will
provide a further 60 beds. An additional 22 bed spaces will be made available
when Lovelady Shield opens in early summer 1980, plus a further 4 daetl spaces
the following year.

s e
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. Nenthall have no firm paoposals but may provide aceommodation for up to
12 persons in the future, EARTR A : ‘

Dining.

There are 5 cafes (including the fish and chip shop) and 2 public houses
where meals can be obtained; in addition to the hotels in Alston Town. The
p ublic houses ot Nenthead and Garrigill provide food and there are two
restaurants just outside Alston on the Penrith road and o further restaurant
at Nenthall. In addition, the Horse and Wagon Inn, Nentsberry hopes to

.:::. be able to offer meals when internal alterations are complete, - -

Hartside cafe lies outside th parish boundary'but provides a service to

.+ Visitors to Alston Moor. Its strategic posidiom attracts day tripper s in the

6.5.5.

summer and skiing enthusiasts in winter.

Caravan sites

There are 3 caravan sites within the area located of the Horse and Wagon

Hudgill on the Nenthead Boad, and behind the Moredun Garage a4 Tyne

.. Willows in Alston itself.” A& present these accommodate a total of about 80
. static vans, The Horse and Wagon has 24 static vatis and has permission to

6.5.6

.+ -, Club of Great Britain) is a pony treking centre and can provide mounts for
-8 = 10 trekkers:: There is dormitory accommodation available for children,

6.5.8

extend the site with landscaping to pro.yide: an ‘additional 10 touring pitches.
The Hudgill Caravan. Park-has permissioh for 70 caravans including'a
percentage of tourers-and.at: presént Hos 40 static vans on-the site. The
Tyne Willows site has permission. for: 30. caravéms. There is undoubtedly a
.need for touring pitches in the: area but more specifi cally for an organised,

camp site. The Ryne Willows site: on the edge of the town, located ot the

.

intersec fion of 5 roads and closest to the Pennine Way is ideally situated for _

A3

_development to mreet this nead. Farms of more ‘than 5'acres can accommodate
..+ 3 touring caravans o any number of fents for:up to'a total of 28 days in any
. one yaar; and therefore there is in existence alréady scope for a small amount

of informal camping.

- Outdoor Activities.

~ Alston Moor is rich in outdoor pursuits. Nenthall (registered with the Pony

restaurant dining on the premises and use of an outdoor heated swimming pool.
Younger people can take adgantage of the Scottish Schoolboy's Hostel (Chequers)
ot Garrigill and the proposed "YM.C.A. activity centre at High Plains, <
Other activities on Alston Moor include shooting, angling, golf and skiing, .

Potential Tourist Developments

: household questionnaire ih{di:cdted» thot mosfpeepfe (71%)
who replied, were in favour of tourist development in the area, provided

" “Response to the

7 that it s careful ly planned. The principal suggestions put forward in the

- questionnaire response were as follows:

car & bus park in Alston

- a general 'face-lift’

- campsite

- indoor facilities for wet weather conditions (e.g. an art=-gollery)
= opening up of mines and Nent-force Level to the public.
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2, _
= mining museum
15

= te-instatement of South Tynedale Railway
- development of winter sports

6.5.9 ' ~ Some reservaﬁbng were, however, expressed in respect of tourist develop-
" ment, the main points being as follows; S A

= concern that the area could become over-crow«ed in:summer, the Lake
" District being frequently quoted as a familicr example. .
- concern that tourism can be detrimental to agricultural interest, eg

damaging farm walls P
- fear'of vandalism and tourists leaving litter.:

6.5.10 Because of the tourist trade being seasonal, it would be unwise to
consider the develapment of the tourist industry as the answer to Alston's
“economic problems. . However, there is no doubt that tourist development could

benefit the area by generally increasing trade , - Scope. exists for development
in a number of fields, the most outstanding of these being the South. Tynedale
Railway and the historicd associations with lead-mining, the Nent-force o
level in particular. The ideal time to exploit such -opportunities fs now, . -

- whilst the possibility of financial assistance mxists through the Tourism Growth

- Point Scheme. . - T

6.5.11 Aport from attracting railway enthusiosfs, the South Tynedale Railway
must be amongst the most. scenic raflway. in the country and could be re-instated - -

without any detriment to the environment.

6.5.12 The Nent-force level constitutes a remarkable piece of engineering, created
when the lead mines were thriving, it tock 66 years to complete (1776-1842),
The level was driven from Nentforce, Alston towards Nenthead and crected an
underground canal.” There is a aawge of level at Lovelady Shield of 210 feet
and thereafter it was continued purely as a drainage level to Nenthead. One of
_its main purposes was to discover ore deposits in the unexplored strata below - -
‘the b ed of the Nent and in this respect it failed. However, it was invalwable
as a drainage . level keeping the mines cle i of water from the early 19th:

" centory until the closure of the mines. Gne function which could never have
been envisaged at the commencement of the schemé was its-value as a tourist
attraction, It is interesting to note that b+ 1810, when the canal to Lovelady
Shield was completed, the era of tourism vas starting-and a'trip.up the Nent
Force Level became one of the attractions of Alston. 30 feet long boats were
propelled along the water, whigh was 4 - 5 feet deep, by means of stakes =
driven into the side walls of the level. The level was generally 9 fdet wide < -
and 9 feet high although it yaried considerably. At the southern end was
“Jennie’s Dancing Loft" a platform eut in.sol 3 rock just above water height
with a smocth floor where dancer used to be held.  Ther:was incidentally
also a'ball-room in one of the Nenthead mines.- Nentheod:wes themain centre

L of mining activity in the past and the opening upof former lead-mities to the
public under supervision with an:interpretive facility (ice. instructive lead-
mining museum), could also generate considerable interest.in this area, but
combined with opening up the Nent Force Leva) would constitute a very '

* substantial tourist attraction without detriment to the environment. '
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Projects of this magnitude would require considerable capital investments
before decoming self-funding. Without assistance from public setrees of
finance, there is little hope for their realisation. It is therefore recommended
that full support should be given to any responsible scheme of this natucre.

It is certain that implementation of such projects would generate greater .,

numbers of tourists who-would inevitably contribute to the general p;QSperi’f'y"

of the region. ‘

The possibility of developing winter sports in or around the parish do any
great extent is not a realistic proposition as adequate snow cannot be guaranteed.
The‘present participants travel from the North East to Hartside when conditions
are promising. But as conditions are constantly changeable, booking in

advance is not practicable, - - v

- - It has been suggested that prowision of a chair-lift from Hartside cafe
to the ski runs could double in the summer months as d scenic atiraction.
However, it'is doubtful whether this would be considered a worthwH le
proposition financially and it could be regarded as detrimental to the wild
open londscape. . S o

. The Alst-on Moor Golf Club boasts a nine hole ‘course located about 2

:miles out of Alston on the 86277. It is intended eventually to increase this

facility to an 18 hole course which should certainly increase the attraction
fer the golfing fraternity.

' There would appear to be further scope for the development of the'
existing pony trekking activities, in particular the establishment of o
post-trail. This is a long distance trek lasting for several days. The
trekkers, however, require o vernight accommodation on the trail and
suidmble stabling facilities are not always avaflable.  Another problem
to be encountered would be the resistance of land owners to assist in the
establishment of a long distance bridle Foute,

Alston's proximity to and centr al position amidst other nothern tourist
attractions, makes it the ideal base for exploratory tourism. It has been
shown (6.5.3) that Alston Moor is well provided with tourist accommodation.
These two attributes could be mutually exploited by developing Alsfon as
an excursion centre. The region could be specifically advertised in this
vein and regular trips organised to Hadrian's Wall, the North Eastern Lakes
(Keswick, Ullswater), Teesdale (High Force, Bowes museum) ‘ahd Beamish
for example. ~ : R

Environmental improvements aould benefit Alston's image to tourists.
The respondents to the questionnaire were patticulaily concerned about

- raising environmental standards. An average of 63% of respondents replied
 that they considered additional provision*of litter bins, ‘tree planting and off

street parking necessary in Alston. 40% of respondents offered their own
suggestions and the majority of these referred to the ‘untigyness in the
parish (including mine dereliction) and Alston town in particular (derelict

' property, scrap, unmaintained toilets). These comments would indicate

that the residents are not satisfied with the existing environmental standards.

There are no public toilets in Garrigill. This village is situated on the
Pennine Way and also attracts motorised visitors. There is clearly o need
for provision of this facility.




@ Tyne Willows caravan park 30vans South Tynedale narrow guage steam railway
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@ Hudgill caravan park 75vans @ Tourist Information Office
@ Horse & Wagon caravan park 36vans @ Alston Youth Hostel 32beds
a High Plains YMCA outdoor centre 48 beds @ Chequers Hostel Garrigill 12beds
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ALSTON
5 hotels
88 beds

2 hotels
13 beds

GARRIGILL
1 hotel
11 beds
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‘Additional small scale mprovements could be carried out to make better
use of our resources. Provision of a local information board in the proposed

' station yard car park, |nd|cohng places of interest within fhe parish and

6.5.22

6.6.

6.6,1

comprehensive slgnposf ng of shiort walks in and dround the fown would
duecfly anffer further opportunihes to the mterested tourist,

. Theks:is much pofenhal for promoting tourism in fhe parish, wuthout
"detriment to the quality of the landscape, ‘provided that developments

- are carefully executed and integrate sensitively with existing social and

envnronmenfol strucfures. L
THE CHANGING ECONOMY OF ALSTON MOOR

The economy of Alston’ Mopr has historically depended on mining,
cgrlcull'ure and the service industry deveioped to support them. All that

- - remains of the great mining boom of previous centuries, .are three small,

6.6.2

6.6.3

6.6.4

6.6.5

j''prlw.zltely-owned anthracite mines (6.2.).. Agr:cuh'ure isan important

source of emplo yment dften overlooked in this area. There Is little reason
to expect any significant change in this sector of the economy (6.3.).

Alston's historical role as a service centre has diminished as more
services become centralised in larger towns. Nevertheless, for the size
of the present population, the area is relatively well equipped, having
the advantage of a heritage of facilities left from times when Alston's
importance was' greafer than now. Because of its remoteness from other

“sérvice centres it is important that existing séfvices are retained and to

e nsure that this will be the case, it is essential to maintain existing levels
of population and hopefully even for population growth to occur. (4.2.3).

For the past 300 years, Alston has suffered from dependence on one
major industry previously mining and more recently since 1940, Alston
Foundry. This has created problems whenever recessions occured in
mining and now the closure of the Foundry demonstrates once ogam the
danger of degrendence on one source of employment. The ensuing
shortage of jobs tends to encourage population decline and consequenhal
deterioration of servlices.  The Foundry closure presents a unique
opportunity to introduce a variety of types of industrial development on o
smaller scale, which can draw upon the resulting increased labour pool.
The adoptability of the indigenous workforce has been mentioned by o
number of employers who also commented that iabour relations are generally
good. 3

104 households who responded to the queshonnalre indicated that member
(s) of their households possessed a skill. - There is the possibility that some
of the skilled workers now -anemployed (5.6.5) can adapt their skills to
new but allied types of work e. g. pattern makers tckmg wp carpentry.

Industry, whether exnstmg or prospecﬂve, will always be faced wth
the problems of satisfactory road communications here. Nevertheless
the local difficulties encountered in winter are compensated somewhat

by the strategic jocation of the parish for access to.: commercial markets
. in the North East-and North West, Howefer, it is evident that the types
" of industry.most suited to.this area, are those which produce high value,

'low bulk goods, thus reducing transport commitment.



24,
6.6.6 Certain industries which do not rely so heavily on road communieations -
" are establishing themselves within the parish.  These businesses (icelandic ~
~tour operator, computer software firm and proposed archifects office)
rely primarily on telephone, felex and prostat aommunications, although
in this type of commerce, personnel may require to travel more frequently,
These are all businesses that could be located more or loss anywhere, but
have chosen Alston Moor for personal rather than commerciat reasons.,
There is possibly scope for encouraging further baper intensive' enter-
prises into the area and in s6 doing, contribute to the local economy.

6.6.7 Tourism is a growth industry and has récently become a real factor
in the changing economy of Alston Moor. The -existing provision of
residential, dining and other facilities i s well out of proportion with
the size of the parish and the population it supports, which must also
* - ref lect the confidence ‘of the individual proprietars in the seasonal
"tourist market. The Cumbrio Tourist Board also express confidence in the
. development of this new industry: ‘"........ it is our firm belief that
there is a strong ‘cais. for the provision of more tourist attractions which
~ are in keeping with the environment and historical associations of the
“area". ' B ‘ ' o

6.6.8 ' In summary, the kséég'r;ity of the futures economy of Alston Moor

~ appears to rest wilih:

A

- "q)’:__'jfﬁ'e develcpmenf of a diversity of »s',r'ﬁq[l industries (6.6.3) _
 b)“increased tourism through sensitive exploitation of the existing

~ scenic and historic potential (6.5.)

Sources : 6.1. local employers >

o Cumbria Cpunty Council

ST I i . EdenDi’si‘rfcf Council A SIS
- COSIRA - LI

6#2. Local eﬁuployers
National coal board
e 6:3; Mi.r'iistr.yj of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Sttt no LHartside Nursery Garden Sl e
| 6.4 Foresfr;' Cofnrﬁission

Economic Forestry Group

<4

- 6.5. Cumbria Tourist Board Do ne gl
i+ Local caterers, hoteliers, publicans & caravan-site -
- owners, Cumberland and Westmorlénd Antiquarian &
Archaeological Society, New :Series, Volume 64,
1963 Paul N. Wilson, "the Nentforeo Lovel",




SS. Sam’l King’s Secondary School P Police Station
PS.Alston&Nent Primary Schools  F Fire Station

H. Cottage Hospital Alston C. County Council Depot
Su.Surgery at Nenthead B. Wright's bus garage
OPR Grisedale Croft old peoples home L, Library

T. Alston Town Hall

V. Nenthead Village Hall
CH. Garrigill Church Hall

Y. Topp Amenity Hall Alston
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‘UP’PORTING FACIHTIES

T o s R e

HOUSING SR o SRR HER UL R

Condihon S C T_’ SR G e s

“A 10% hou;mg cOnd‘ hon survey carned out by Eden District Council in

1976 indicated that within Alston Moor, 30 properties-are donsidersd unfit,

80 below the 5 point standard and 330 below the 10 point standard. 500

-~ - dwellings are indicated as bemg ot or abové the’10 point standard. .Eden’ |
- District Council further estimate that scatféred within fhe parish, thére are

approximately 15 vacant dwellings in a reasonable state of structural repair
and capable of rennovation, together with 25 i in poor sfrucfurul condmon
and not really capable of rehabilitation. ‘ '

. The S:point standard consists of the following conditions:

1. The standard amenities are provided for the exclusive use of the occupanfs.

2, The dwelling is in a good state of repair (dasregardlng mtemal decorohon)

having regard to its age, chorocfer and location,
3. It comphes with Part F of the Bui Iding’ Reguk:hons regcrdmg roof insulation.

24, It is in all other respects fit for human habitation.

5. It is likely to have a further useful life of 15 years.

Dwellings which comply with the 10 point standard:

1. Are substontially free from damp. o
2. Have adequate natural lighting and ventilotion in cach. habitable room.

‘3. Hove adequate and safe artificidl lighting and prOVlSlOﬂ of elecfnc sockets..
4. Have adequate drainage facilities. :
78. Are in a stable structural condition.

, .,
7.‘.2

6. Have satisfactory internal orrangements. '

7. Have adequate kitchen facilities. :

8. Have adequate facilities for heating.

9. ‘Have proper provision for storoge of fuel and refuse.

10. Comply with Part F of the Building Regulations regardihg roof insulation.

- Since 1974, when the presenf system of grcnfs came into operahon, 28
Improvement Grants together with 1 intermediate ond 1 sfondord Gmnt have
been Opproved These were Iocofed as follows ‘

cad “' . -'.l

TABLE 7 Dostnbuhon of Gmnfs mder fhe Housmg Acts, Alsfon Moor.

e

Location - : Impro‘ver;n‘eht’"i - Intermediate ‘S,tl’qf;dérd
Alston 12 - B
Nenthead 6 -
Garrigill _ 3 T T N
L 7 o - : -

t Rurel
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Council Housing

7.1.3

= Moor as.a whole-and are as:follows: - 25 géneral applications dnd'19 Old
1 .- Age Pensioners.: i R T T R

704, s o the Fird was-
. - in-1976,.-There are'no current proposals for further council howsing pro-
evishOma: TRy SRS SRE DR CIICE P Y VR TRt L S L N SRR

7".5

Council house provision is generous as a result of past pélicies of the
Alston with Garrigill Rural District Council, there being a total of 220
council houses and filats within the parish, including 28 ot Nentheod, 7
in Garrigill and 2 in Leadgate. Current waiting list figures (whi¢h include
a number of applicants presently living outside the parish) relate to Alston

o
\

. . . ’ vt
St PR STOWAHE e ;

1 The most recent council development of 29°hduses at the Fifd was completed

T T P
[ NEE SRV L

Private House Building i gilaot b

New housing:in the private sector has been »negligab"léib_\;re-l‘ the pcst
five years, although permission exists for two estate developments to

provide a total of 31.new houses. These are located at Lowbyer (19-dwellings)

and Raise Park (12 dwellings). During this time, permission hos been

- gren ted for renovations to eleven derelict buildings in order to provide

7.1.6

7.‘07 .

residential accommodation (including conversions of barns and ch'fapel‘s).

Second Homes | e :

‘Results of Eden District Council's Housing Condition Survey (1976) and a
study of the Electoral Roll returns would indicate that there are between
120 and 130 second homes within the parish. Response to the household
questionnalime on the issue of sacond homes was fairly evenly divided (114
in favour and 129 against),: Those in favour reported that second home
ownership promotes improvement of otherwise derelict property and thus
helps to uplift the general appearance of the area, The arguments against,
included the consequential rise in property prices and the difficulty for
local pecple to compete in this market. -~ - - = -

- Garrigill possesses a high proportion of second homes and homes occupidd"

- by retired persons and tends te be therefore o less.active community than

7.1.8

Nenthead which supports it ‘own village school, two shops, a'post office and
@ newsagent. Second home ownership s lthely te oantinue to grow, parti-
cularly if Alston Moor: becomes better.known as o. Tourist area. - Povided
that this growth is concentrated on derelict properties in the countryside,

which generally require considerable sums of money for rehabilitation,

local feeling would.seemito be in thd r favour. These propérties are
generally outside the scope-of a first-time home buyer, who-would encounter
difficulties securing o mortgage and would be deterred by the high' cost of
renovation., ! R

However some houses i n a reasonable state of repair within thetettle-

- ments_have been purchased assecond homes and local peaple wishing to
seowre this type of property are unable to compete with the inflated prices.
This cen lead to a decline of the resident population, large numbers of houses
standing empty for most of the year, o diminishing community spirit and

a loss or deterioration of essential services. This is already taking place in
Garrigill which has lost its village school and has a minimal bus service.
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27.

EDUCATION.

G

) -1 There are 2 primary' schools on-Alston Moor located ot Alston-and Nent-
" "M-head. The Nenthead school catchment area extends. as:far as:the ‘county

border to the east and otherwise extends to approximately.a two mile radius

“ericompassing the dréas of Greenends, Dykehead, Hayring and.Nentsberry.

The remainder of the parish and also Kirkhaugh and Slaggyford in-North-

umberland are served by Alston Primary School.

There are currently 160 on the school roll-at Alston Primdryé School and

*+ 40 ot Nenthead, 'Of thé 160 at Alston, 25 are “bussed" from the Garrigill

" area dnd 12 from the Nenthead direction. 4 come from beyond Garrigill

being transported by @ school taxi and 2 others:(from Slaggyford and Hartside)

~_are also transported by a taxi. The remainder of children live in or neor
~ “Aldton. There is no school bus for:Nenthead children as school transport is -

. "-only provided for those living more.than 2 miles away.  Parents are expected

7.2.
7.2.1
) 7.2.2'
]
7.2.4,
702.5’”
762.o6

til to dispatch their:children within this distance which could cause hardship
- _to any non=car-ownirig households . gutside the vitlage. -

* The school roll of Nenthead-has maintained foirlylcon#i'stenf.numbers
over the past 10 years with a moximum of 50 in 1970 and a:minimum of
34 in 1977. The projected number on the school roll in the next school

- yedr i5'36, with 35 in the following year. - The number af children contin=
- ving to secondary school education at the end of the “eurrent. school year will

The Alston Primary School roll has .varied consider;:ibly over the past

10 ysars Trom 130 in 1970 to 193 in 1976. (It is interesting to note that

‘these ‘trends reverse the situation engountered at Nenthead). Variations

“on this scale can cause difficulties in terms of staffing and accommodation.

In'addition to 6 classrooms the' school possesses. o library and .o holl whish
could be used:as classrcams and 1f necessary the former Alston County
School known as the Topp could probably be utilised if numbers were to

- expand grectly. - However, in the immediate future the roll will decline’
12 a8 31 pupils aré éspected toenter Samuel: King's Schoal. in the next
- academic year oad the projected intake is only six. Two children (in the

same family) have already left as a Birectiresult of the foundry closure.
The capacity of the school according to the County Council Education Dept.
based on D.E.S. premises reguletions is 193; 1 o

Nenthead school is well provided interms of space. The school wos

* built around the beginning of this century for.200 pupdls but now has an
. “officlal capacity of 50 pupils. In the immediate future it is probable that
“there will be no great change in numbers ottending the school (by looking
" at humbers of under-5's-in the area af present. Obviously this would alter

if significant numbers of young families moved away).

 In addition to the facilities previously mentioned Alston Primary
School possesses an open air swimming pool (this is further described in "

7.5,

P
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Secondory Education

7.2.7 Somwuel King's school is a comprehensive school for children: in the age.-
range 11 - 18 which replecces the former Samuel King's Grammar School
(premises now used by Alston Primary School) and the dll-age County
School (The Topp). It was formed in 1957 when the present building
Lot owas-cpened and. is the smallest. comprehensive school-in the country. 185 =
v mn 190.are currently.on the school-roll. . In-the next acadefiic year numbers
2w atcarelikelyto rempin much the same..: Since 1970-the ol has varied from
ceviazin 1452 in 1972 to o maximum of 200-in 1977 :(last year there-were 196 on the
4w -school roll). R R TR N AR

7.2.8 Samuel King's School serves the whole of the parish area and in addi-
'-..,i tion, takes children from Slaggyford and Kirkhaugh:in Northumberland..
w26 pupils travel from Wenthead, 4 from ketween Nenthead and. Alston,
- 18.from Garrigill, 3 from Garrrigill- Alsten, 3 from Léadgate and 13 from
Slaggyford/Kirkhaugh. The.remainder are-from Alstens @ i
7.2.9 .. The-capacity:of Samuel Kings is 197 (Cumbria County Counsil Edwcation
‘ - Department),- and the school is at present rather short of space having to
use a science lab. as a classroom, and also occasionally using the lab-
oratory technicion's room and school hadi as classrooms. The problem of
space is more pronounced during G.C.E. examinations which wtilise the
school hall, o multi-purpose space used for indoor games and as a canteen.’
.. ot lunch times, . . - B S LI R AR TR

7.2:10 - The school hall is let for functions and.local club meetings, e.g. the

v Badminten Club, Flower Club, Historimal Society etc. It is the venue
of Alston and District Flower Show every September, and of various fund-
raising activities of the Parent Teachers Association.

7.2.11 = Further Education classes are also operated from the school,. although
- out of seven courses offered, - on ly one (Keep fit) obtained sufficient
i numbers-to continue this year. Ancther class ("Modern and ‘©ld Tyme
i - Dancing"} hasirecently started on Tuesday evenings and the Art & Pottery
- classhas been able to continue in the. form:of an offiliated club.

7.2,12:.  liv The top class of Alston Primary Schoolvhave.PE.;: games; and
i« . music lessons at Samuel King's; .o valuable asset in aiding:the transition
111 o secondary school education. - The top cldss' ot Nenthead also send a
. 1wz recorder group to Samwel King's for lessons-althoughtit is cbviously
e it impractical t o go there for games and PLE. - A remedial teacher, shares
her time equally between ithe fhrée schools, primarily to. aid those who
@re backward ot reading, in literacy.  Ideally more specialists would
e .. we:shared amongst the thrée schools, but in the present elimate of educar:. ™
an 2ot tional cd-backs the resources are not available, Cut-backs in finance
A3 1ds ond therefore stoffing. aggravate: the present situction where teachers
- spend awery high psrentage of their timeiin the classroom whith
cansequently causes-additional difficulties if any member of staff falls
sick. However, this is a general complaint and not specific to Alston
Moor,

7.2.13 Because the :.f;ch'ool” is small, if has the advontage of small. classes and
- more individual attention than is'possible in many school s today. However,
it also means that the choice of subjects available is more limited , although

only a very small minority of pupils leave to take 'A' level subjects elsewhere,

.
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7.2.14 Common * ctiticisms, - that were found in the questionnaire response,’
were levelled at the lack of financiol resources and the limited equipment
and study options parhculcrly ot sixth form level. Alsp.the suggestion was
made on more than one occasion that assistance should be provided for children
who travel to school outslde fhe parish to study spec:al subjects.

; 7.2.15 An alternatlve to senchng children to Samuel King's School is to apply for
entry to one of the county boarding schools, but the boarding fee is quite
expensive and probably prohibitive for most parents. 12 children from’ respondent
households attend school outslde the parish. \

7.2.16 . In general the »response to the questionnaire indicates that educational

facilities are considered to be adequate in the'area. If the sixth form, which
is very small, were to close,-and pupils sent elsewlere = for this level of

education, fhe remaining school would undoubtedly suffer.as staff cuts  would
follow, reducing still further the range of subjects taught. In the long-term,

. more able teachers would be less inclinesfto apply for posts in a school

without' sixth form provision. If, asa result of population decline and further
severe educational cut-backs Somuel King's School were to close, the
resulting effects on local education would be severe indeed. Local children
would either spend a considerable part of their doy travelling. (when weather
~ conditions permitted) or alternatively be boarded at considerable expense to
their parents. The present educational facilities when consndered per coplfa
of populaflon are a vital asset to this community, NI

T

There are no plans to change -educdtional provision in the'area, =

7.3.. *HEA"’LTH

7.31  The central heolth focullfy in the parish is the. coﬂage hospital whlch
provides the following services:

= surgery occommodohon for a two doctor practice, »
- hospital accommodation for eleven general medical and one. mcfemny case,
- oufpohent physuothercpy and chiropody services,
- minor surgery and accident service (including X ray provision. for extremmes) ’

Ante Natal, post natal, child welfare and family planning chmcs are also held
there on a regular basis. ~

There are no short or Iong term proposals to change the natupe or level of
services provided, although, the threshold for maintaining the services is
assumed to be based on populohon (Areo Health Authonty) 4 dromatic
decline in population would therefore put these services at risk. - - - 3y

7.3.2 The doctor's practice also holds o surgery at Nentheod wﬂ'h elfher a
doctor or nurse in attendance, every morning (except Sundcys) A post natal
“clinic is held here twice monthly. Medicines may also be collected at the
surgery which is a valuable service for the older residents of Nenthead who
would otherwise have to travel to Alston for dispensing of prescriptions. A
surgery is also held every Friday afternoon in the Readmg Room at- GCIﬂ'lgl"

7.3.3 There are three commumty nurses serving the crea, 1 full time dlstncf
nurse, 1 part time district nurse, and 1. pport time health visitor. The parish
has one dispensing chemist located in Alston, whose premlses are, olso used
monthly by a visiting optician. ; e ; :
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7.3.4 Patients with serious ilinesses or requiring specialist treatment ore roforrad. «
to Carlisle and the ambulance and hespital @ar services are available for.this
purpose, The journgy can be onerous for an invalid and.i;geﬁqinly_q long
trip for hospital visitors. : e

7.3.5 72% of the respondents to the questionnaire replied that they considered
the existing health facilities are adequate in the area. - e

7.4, SOCIAL FACILITIES

7.4.1 Caue for senior citizans within the ’parish is centred on Grisedale Croft
home for elderly, which has a capacity for 10 residents. A waiting list exists' -~ -
with 8 applicants citing Grisedale Croft as their first preference.

. In eddition to providing meals for the residents, the following extra services
- are provided from the home: T S o

=34
- -20 meals on wheels (Tuesdays ‘and- Thursdays) are delivered to elderly Alston
~ residents. ‘ SR S
~ 12 meals cre delivered (Mondays) to the Garrigiltluncheon club for elderly
people, held in‘the ‘church institude,  Gorrigill, - - -
= 20 = 25 extra meals per week are prepared for consumption on the premises 4

by residents of the adiqce‘yn‘f old pe‘Qple‘s flafs,

Grisedale Croft thus provides an essential serviee to the résident dind non '
resident senfor members of the community.

7:4.2 Home help is provided to 22 homes in Alston, #in Nenthead and 2 in

Garrigill, clients receiving an average of nearly 4 hour s service o week each,
Alston Moor recei.ves almost 6,000 hours of home help o year out of @ total S <
budget for Eden District of 68,000 hours, P e

7.4.3 It has been suggested in the past that the home help service should be
supplemented by o volunteet 'pop in' service for elderly housebound persons.
In small- communities-this need is often met by neighbouring faiends and
relatives and an organised service may not be relevant. However the house-
- bound elderly and infirm in islated locations could wellbenefit-from o
supplementaty visiting service.

7.4.4 This summer, the Social Services Dept for Eden District hope to introduce
a Day Centre within the parish. Similar centres are already in operation in
- Prenrith, Shap, Kirby. Stephen and Appleby. The purpose of these centra is to
provide the opportunity for a small number of housebound elderly and handi-
capped people to meet together, enj oy a midday meal in company and establish
helpfel contact with-voluntary workers. This will help to fulfil a need indicated
by several respondents to the questionnaire.

7.4.5 - There are two-organised gatherings for pre-school age children: The Alston
Pre-school Playgroup ' with 24 places, meets twice a week at the Topp, Alston
and an informal Toddlers Group is held weekly in the village halt, Nenthead.
There is one Registered: Childminder in the parish, who lives at Leadgate dnd
can babysit 2 .dhildren. "However, there is no ereche facility for working
mothers and s wh provision could enable more women to seek work,

7.4.6 . The Alston Youth Club meets at the 'Tc:pp'i; Alston, twornights o week, and
a newly formed Nenthead Youth Club also convenestwico ¢ week in the village
hall (1 evening for under twelves, the other for the older ‘children) .
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7.5

7.5.1

" “and the Topp, Alston accommodates the Alston Youth: Club, Pre-school Play

! ., Several of the ’pu,_bli'c houses and hotels have function rooms. The backroom of the
| Crown Hotel, Alston is the venue for Saturday Night Discos, Bingo sessions

" Thursdays and weekends. The hours. vary and include moming, afternoon

7.6.3

7. 5.4.

7:3.5

?.5.6

‘Services Dept responsible for Eden District emphasise~ . 'the importance of

‘Accommodation

“thrice weekly and the fortnightly film show.

- Library Service . R

.of its size. "These include the Agricultural Society, AMSAC (Alston Moor

Luncheon Club (7.4.1.) -

3,

In a time of high unemployment and lack of job opportunities, these
youth facilities play a vital role in occupying the youngsters, providing them
with recreational facilities and broadening their outlook. Cumbria Social . .

youth services in these circumstances even ina period of cut-back’.

LEISURE AND RECREATION

Alston Town Hall , Nenthead Vbi‘lloge. Hall and the Chu.rc;h.Hakl‘l cﬁ |
‘Garrigill are the principal venues for meetings, dances discos etc, In addition -
the main hall of Somuel King's School is used for a variety of purposes (7.2, 10)

Group and Qubs,

_ Th_é Public Lil;ifqry, located mAIsfonTown Hall, is open daily except

and evening peti ods up to 7.0 p.m. There is also a travelling service,
every third Thursday, to Garrigill and Nenthead colling at places en route.
The majority (#1%) of respondents to the questionnaire ‘considered the loca
library facilities to be adequate. , Co : 2

Clubs an& Societies

Alston Moor supports wide range of clubs and societies for a community

Society of Artisks and Craftsmen), Alston Male Voice Choir, Anglers Association,
Badminton Club, Cricket Club, Flower Club, Football Club, Golf Club, Rugby
Club, Tuesday Social Club, Women's Institute etc. - o .
Charitable foundations include the Fairhill Charity Trust who own the Fairhill
Recreation Ground and also subsidise local coach excursions and the Gatrigill

Sports Facilities

Respondents to the questionnaire criticised the inadequacy of sports facilities
and in particular suvitable facilities for teenagess.

Existing sports provision include rugby football, soccer and cricket pitches
on the Tyne Willows Playing Field, Alston. There are children's recreation
grounds and football pitches at Fairhill (Alston) and at Nenthead and Garrigill.
There are tennis courts and a bowling green at Fairhill, a further tennis court
at Nenthead which could be revived and a billiard room in. Garrigill. The nine
hole golf course is situated between Alston and. Garrigill. T

Swimming Pool
There are two swimming pools within the parish, a learners pool at Alston

P ma i i i ‘ at Nenﬂ'\oﬂ. hey are bO"h OU"dOOI'
imary School and a private swimming pool | .
proo‘ \srond although heated, this limits their use throughout the year

r

—
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7.5.7° A fund was created to finance construction of @ new pool, but as funds
were insufficient, consideration has been given to using the money to cover
the existing pool at the primary school. I this were carried out, the facility

could be more intensively used by schoof children and local organisations.

7.5.8 T he proprietors of Nenthall are prepored to hire their private pool to
organised groups, but report that little interest has so far been shown, Although
this is, ot gresent, an open air pood, there are plans to eover it in the future,

7.5.9 - The need for o' swimming pool featured preminantly in the questionnaire,
7 22% of the respondents commenting on additional recreational facilities, stressed
.7 this need, 'Although, in the present financial climate, the possibility of funding !
- a full size indoor pool, with diving hoards et al, is remote, the conversion of
the primary schoo | pool for indoor use and arrangements for wider use of the
facility by organised groups within the community would considerably increase
the value of the present asset, oo , -

7.5.10 The peaminant response to this aspect in the questionnaire indicated that
there may be sufficient local interest to form a swimming club which could
make best use of facilities within the parish and elsewhere (regular sessions ot »,

the. Jocal pools and excursions to bettet equipped facilities).

Facilities for Young People

7.5.11 & frequent comment on the response to the questionnaire was the lack of
social facilities, other than the public houses, for teenagers, The problem of
inadequate provision of constructive activities for this age grow is not confined
to this parish. It is unlikely during the present financial restrictions that
external aid will be available to improve the local situation. The intiative -

- -must therefore come from within the community to make maximum use of the

‘resources available locally. Sutcess of any such endeavour normally depends

- on the efforts of a small number of dedicated pioneers, . However, the interest
in this issue, demonstrated by the response to the questionnaire indicates that
any such initiative would receive enthusiostic support. The Nenthead Youth
Club, which was restarted in March (after the closing date for the return of
the questionnaires)’ - has already not only partly met the need by providing
new opportunities for the children of Nenthead, but has olso illustrated the
value of such enthusiastic support, '

7.6.  TRANSPORT AND CAR PARKING

S,

Car Ownership B TR

7.6.1 - Appreximately 70% of households in the.area own a car according to the
questionnaire response. The figure for Alston was lower than ay erage, which
- reflects the greater accessibility to essential services, work locations and. -
public transport facilities. Out of 153 “working” households in Alston who
- replied to the questionnaire, there were 60 who reported that memb ers walk
to their place of work, ‘ ' | |
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TABLE 8 - Car ownership. Alston Moor Parish Cusstionncire ~ |

c Alsfon Ne'nfheqd, anrigi" Rumi/\lsfon

.-~ Moor
- Parish
"' PERCENTAGE N
HOUSEHOLDS . L

- The percentages’ for specific areas are direcfiyiré-ldfed to comparitive
isolation of households. Isolation in Garrigill is aggrovated by the limited
bus service and consequently car ownership is high in this settlement, e

[ E

Use of Public Transport =

- The percentage of persons r‘el}{ihg onpubllc transpo&' (ﬂérived from
questionnaire results) correspond directly.to comparitive accessibility to this

~service, Alston and Nenthead are terminus points with casy access to the

bus service, so that residents of these two settlements consequently make
greater use of this service. = Sl

TABLE 9 - Use of Public. Transpart = Alston Moor Parish C uestionnoire -

SR ston - Nenthead® Garrigill Rural lMsfon“

- Parish .-

 PERCENTAGE.

POPULATION*! - - - v . e
PUBLIC TRANSPORT * # '~

Public Trohsport.Prévisipan

"~ Local bys'seryjc.'e.é{cfe ci;eratedv b)" Wright Bros (Coaches} bosed af-:'Nenthecd,

- and Ribble Motors Ltd.

‘Wright Bros provide daily services from Alston to Penrith and Keswick, and
also'Newcastle via Hexhom. They also operate local services from Nenthead and
Garrigill, including the school bus service which -are shared by the public.
JPublic transport links to Garrigill are restricted to the school bus, except on
Fridays when there are two additional services in the morning, This latter
service was previously sponsored by a local charity, the Garrigill Foundation
and is now. additionally subsidised by Eden District Council, A special
market bus operates on Tuesdays from Alston via Nenthead , Carrshield and
Allendale to Hexham. (This has the distinction of being the hightst bus
service in England, reaching 1,999 feet). e
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7.6.6 Ribble Motors Ltd operate the Alston to Haltwhistle route which dlso acts
as a connecting service for Brampton and Carlisle. The Haltwhistle sepvice
replaces the previous rail link from Alston to Haltwhistle which closed th 1976,
(The~use of the line for freight transport was discontinued much earlier). The
advantages of the railway. over the bus service indicated by the response to ‘
the questionnaire, are the higher speed, greater convenience and the more
reliable service during winter. 44% of households who replied to the questionnaire .
were affected by the closure of the railway and although the highest propor-
tion of these came from Alston, a number .of households throughout -the area,
including 23 ot Nenthead, said that they were affected by loss of the rail link. '

7.6.7 The present bus service to Haltwhistle connects with the rail services to
Carlisle and Newcastle from Haltwhistle station. The bus servicé to Carliste
- Is inconvenient for commuting purposes and it 'is Tikely that persons travelling
to work in Carlisle using public transport would patronise the:Haltwhistle
connection and continue to Carlisle by train, SEURE R .

7.6.8 Wright Bros. do not operate any service into Weardale or Teesdale as they
consider there is insufficient need to justify a regulor serice. A possible
source of employment exists in Wecrdale (cement works) but it is not clear
whether it will generate suffigiest traffic to warrant a specific bus service, .- .
.-t is also not clear how many unemployed residents of this parish \ may s
have been deterred from accepting work in Weardale because of the lack of
suitable public transport. S T S

7.6.9 The reassuring permanence of Wright Bros demonstrates the independent
spirit of the local population. The firm started operating with a pony and
trap during the first world war and the ensuing history was one of striving to
survive and stubbornly maintbining independence. The company started the 1

~“Hexham - Alston - Penrith bus service in 1925, In later years the Northern
bus company competed with Wrights for the Newcastle to Keswick trade.
Finally agreement was reached to share operations (pooled service) on- -
Saturdays and daily during the summer months. Wrights meanwhile doggedly
maintained the less lucrative winter weekday service. During the coming
year however, the pooled service will only cperate on Saturdays.: Wright's 9
will now independently run the summer weekday services - .

7.6.10 Wright Bros operate a fleet of 16 coaches ranging from one 20 seater to
~ three 55 seaters, and in addition to public transpert services they also -
provide contract and private hire facilities. They haye been directly offected
by the foundry closure as o cornitract bus service for Nenthead operatives has
consequently been discontinued. ' o BN

7.6.11  Alston is fortunate in having its own independent bus édnpdny;_‘vvhich un-
~ doubtably provides a better focal service than will usually be possible in
*, comparably remote aress, " In particular, the special Hexham market service
* and shared public use of the school bus are examples of services directly
- geared to meet the needs of this community e

7.6,12 However; it'may be worthwhile supplémenting this service with & “social
car” or “voluntary bus" scheme in areas inpracticable for commerci al operation.
A moré frequent service to Garrigill and an exploratory service to Weardale
are examples of where a smaller subsidised transport scheme could usefully
extend the existing facility,
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Car Porking

7613 At presenl' there is no- formal publlc car. .park in Alston, olthwugh every
conceivable ‘space in the market square is utilised, In the summer and ot
weekends this space isata premwm, particularly now that the new Coop

~ “premises occupies part of the previous informal parking provision. Unfortunately,
" car parking detracts from the appearance of the town centre, but fhere are no
. altemuhve off sh'eef sntes convemently situated to serve the cente. |

7.6.14 Cumbria Courty Council propose to provnde a ca;' pc:rk in the stohon yard.
This is well situated to serva the tourists using the Hexham - Penrith road, but
otherwise has several inherent drawbacks. The location is some distance from -

- the tewen centre and pedestrion access to and from the site is hindered by o
narrow pavement adjacent to a busy road. However, there is an attractive
pedestrian route which leads through picturesque back lanes to the Butts, which
if properly signposted could provude a safer and more interesting alternatiae for

- 'tourlsl's.

7. 6.15 The propesed car pork is port of o mixed. complex of development projected
for the station yard site. It is intended to probide four industrial plots and o
picnic site in addition to the proposed car park; Sensitive design will be
requored to successfully accommodate such a diversity of activities. In particular
* the shured access point should incorporate a segregated pedestrian route.

7%6.16  Thessite is inconvenient for local people. They are ‘used to pclrkmg in the
: : centre of ston, close to the shOps and will no doubt continue to do so.

7.6,17 - If mlghr be possible to provide further parkmg accommodohon ot Fairhill,
“at the top of the town, if dn access road was constructed into the recreation
ground with parking bays on either side.

7.6,18  Other possible sites around the town centre are rendered mprocﬂcable due
to insuitable or non existent vehicular access. Alfton is certamly a town which
does not lend itself readily to accommodate the motor car. There is no totally
satisfactory solution to the par king problem in the fown.. Neverfheless, the
proposed stoﬂon yard car pcrk will go some way towards meehng the need

Traffic Flows

7.6.19 Cumbria County Council carried out a traffic count in September 1979, and
the results indicate that the greatest volume of through traffic uses the A686
Penrith road. The A686 He xham road and the A689 to Nenthead are slightly
* less'heavily used and Ieast traffic was recorded on the B6277 Gamglll road.

TABLE 10 - Traffic count for Alston. September 1979

Road No. " Direction. . Average axle pairs per
S 16 hour day.
A686 Penrith * . 1200
A686 ~ Hexham 0 1100
A689 Nenthead ] 3000
1689 Brompton ‘ - 900

B6277 ) Gamigil 600 .
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7.6.20 Casual parking on the main street, delivery vehicles unloading and the
increasing wolume of heavy traffic passing through the fown centre cause
congestion. The market cross was demolished in January 1980 (for the secoaw

" time) by a heavy lorry which lost control in icy condidions. :

N W

7.6.21  About. half the respondents to the questionnaire (49 %) were in favour of
" abypess for the town centre. Cumbria Count y Council carried. out a-study
 of traffic conditions in Alston in 1 966 and designated o bypass line. Although
this line is not protected by order, it has in fact been protected in principle
in relation to siting of new developments hich have been the subject of | . =
'blanhing'grqusqls. e e S

7.6.22  Although a new road is obviously an unegonomic proposition at the present
time, dnd would, in any event, be.detrimental to Alston's tourist function, it

is recommended that serious consideration be given to diverting heavy

~ vehicles from Weardale through Blagill. This alternative route was suggested

" by several respondents to the questionnaire. £ local representative of the
Highways and Transportation Department of Cumbria County Council reported
that most heavy traffic (an estimated 90%) is generated by Weardale Cement

~ works, and most of this traffic, (about two thirds) is travelling to Carlisle,
the remainder using the A6856 to Penrith. D O S

7.6.23°  The proposed dlternative route via Blagill would be g longer detour for

the traffic and certain improvements would be required to make this

~_diversion feasible, In particular the junction with the A586 Haxham road =
should be re-aligned for this purpose and the difficult.bend at Blagill would
require to be widened (there is sufficient verge for this pumpose). With these
improvements incorporated it is likely that the proposed detour.could be a .

“more attractive proposition to the H.G. V drivers thon the series of hazards

to be negotiated using the town route, ' ST -

7.6.24 Continuous heavy traffic is no doubt domaging , not only to the'road - S’
setts but the buildings adjacent to the main street, This is an outstanding
éonservoﬁon'areaﬂcnd‘many of the buildings date from the: 17th.and. 18th
centuries. In order to protect these buildings and to make the town -centre
safer for pedestrians, more convenient fo locals and more attractive for,

 tourists, it would be advantageous to remove heawy traffic from the town centre.
\Ithough this is not entirely possible, re=routing the heavy vehicles from
Weardale could significantly improve the present situation, '

7.7, COMMERCIAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

7.7.1 -There are 3 banks and about 20 retail shops in Alston, 2 general shops, a

- post office and a newsngent in Nenthead and & post office/general store at -

Garrigill, I T Coe

7.7.2 ~ Alston is reasonably well served. by a variety of shops meeting everyday
needs, including 2 butchers, 2 bakers, several food and vegetable dealers,
a chemist, ironm ongers, hardware and drapers. There are also a number of
shops orientated towards the tc.urist market namely the craft products shop
and 3 antigue shops. There is no werr fi shmonger although a travel ling van
from Haltwhistle visits the area weekly. Other services include ladies and
gents hairdressers and a laundrette.. The town does not boast a dry cleaning
establishment but installation of a-dry cleaning machine into the existing
laundrette could extend the present service into this area.
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There are two repair garages in Alston, whigh also have car sales facilities,
and are qualified to carry out MOT testing. In addition the Moredun garage 'has
further premises ot Nenthead and there are two smaller vehicle repair concerns
within the parish, one specialising in landrovers. (see also 6.1.10)

A wide range of dining esfoblishménts exist in Alston Moor including a
fish and chip shop, various cafes, licensed restaurants, .qubs and hotels offering

bar snacks and full meals and in some cases facilities for functions, (See also
60:5.4)0 ' ‘ . :

Services which would be desireable in Alston and were particularly cited
by respondents to the questionnaire in addition to the resident fishmonger and
the dry cleaning facility already discussed, include shoe repairer, animal food
stuffs depiot, self service grocery supermarket and additional dothes shops.

The majority of suggestions include a blacksmith and a vet, but as these had
en given as examples, the response was obviously weightad, However, it. -

" would appear that scope exists for a business combining wrought ironwork with

7.7.6

& farrier's trade and that a veterinary sergery held perhaps once a week by
a visiting practitioner would be a populer service. . PR
Recent and iminent changes in services includ e the construction of the
new Coop premises which will be a self service facility (see:6,1,12) and will
satisfy those respondents to the questionnaire who sought this type of shop.
Pl anning permission has been granted for a second fish and chip thop (2 reson~"

- dents suggested that a chinese take away shop would be a désireable addition

+.1o the town's services). An estate agent, who also acts for a Building Society

7.7.7.

has recently opened on a part-time basis and a proposed Architect's practice
is shortly to move into premises Wi thin the town. .. . -

Fragments of the previous administrative facilities are operated from the
Town Hall, A registrar's office is open 3 days a week and Eden District
Council maintain a sub office manned by a public health inspectorr and
visited on Wednesdays by a rent and rate collector. The public health

* inspector was the rural district surveyor prior to re-organilation and is

> extremely knowledgeable about aspects of the parish pertaining to his previous
“1 - job-and in particular water and drainage services. This source of local knowledge

=118 inveluable and in part compensates for the! doss of area administration to
" Penrith during local government re-organisation. 40% of respondents to the
" questionnaire reported that they had been directly affected by the change.

7.7.8

The prinicpal comments, which accompanied this response, criticised delays in
council house regairs, frustration at not being able to convenieatly deal face
to face with council officers and resentment ot paying rates into a larger less
tangibly defined pool. The second ariticism is somewhat mollified by the
presence of the Eden District Sub office where personal contact with the
council's representative is ensured. It is essential. that this facility is
maintained in the future and it is recommended that wherever possible the
service shcild be extended to .represent as many district council functions

as can be reasonably operated by one or two staff, This is hould help to

foster a developing local confidence in the district-authority. =

It is important that the village shops and post offices in Nenthead and
Garrigill are retained. Their loss would cause hardship to the elderly and
infirm whp would be forced to travel to Alston for simple errands, It is
particularly important that the combined post office and general store in.

" Garrigill continues operating as shopping trips to Alston.could not be

entertained as o reasonable substitute, bearing in mind the minimal bus
service,
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7.8 MAINS SERVICES -
' Elecfrici‘f)‘i“ S
7.8.1 Norweb report thatthey consider the present supplies to be satisfactory '

«++ o0 the security of supply to the township and s urrounding villages,
considering the geogrophical position of £ lston, has given no aouse for ‘
‘concern - over recent yenrs". They add that “There is scope for the
extension of the present 11,000 Volt network to cater for small pockets of
industrial development”. Future industrial activity in the Station yard and

- possibly the foundry site may necessitate re=inforcement of the Lowbyer

" network ot the northern"end of Alston. '

7.8.2 - The existing gos supply extends throughout the township of Alston. The
" “supply is restricted under the -Gas Act to only those potential new customers
~whose property is within 25 yards of a suitable gas main, Alston's gas works

is located on the 2686 beside the foundry premises. The supply is a butane /air

mixture which is replenished by road tonker. A joint review carried out by .. .
Northern Gos and the Health and Safety Executive in 1977 led to extensive

redesign of the plant and the resulting work was’ completed in 1978, 1
7.8.3 The copacity éf‘ the plant is lfmifed by the 'omou'cjf éf"low_pressure ;gcns ‘
- which can be stored on the site and the ability to replenish stocks in adverse

weather conditions, -

7.8.4 The choice of appliendes which are suitablé for this fusl is Timited.

Natural gas 0pplion_cef§_musf be modified. L )
S S UL S ST S RTIP : I A A I SR o
Wafef | - < I . ’:f"':v ‘ g ‘ N ’ ‘ o

7.8.5 Alston is served by Springfield Reservoir which has:a"t;dééch'y: of 84,000

gollons per day.” Garrigill has two sources of supply, Fewstedds which has a
capacity of 90,000 gallons per day (30,000 galions of which can be ‘transferred
into the Zlston mains) and Paper Hill with o copacity of 10~ 12,000 gallons
per day. The Nenthead drea is served’'by Hayring (50,000 gollons'per-day)
and Hardedge (12,000 gallons per day). With the facility to transfer water
from Fewsteads to £lston, the supplies within the parish are considered to be
omple. 2 B o ‘ ‘

Sewerage
7.8.6 Alston (a new plant) and N_'e'p‘t'he’od have fully equipped “sew,&# age treatment
plants. Garrigill however, still relies on a settlement tank discharging
offluent as field irrigation. This latter is considered to be unstitisfactory
and replacement of the substandard plant essential, B
7.9 EMERGENCY SERVICES

_Police

7.9.1  Alstén Moor is served by a section station located at Tow i Head, Alston.
The premises also contain o Magistrates Court whichis'in session on the first
Friday of each month. o o ST R
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Fire

The fire station in Alston is a retained station. This means that the
firemen are otherwise engaged in their primary employment, but undertcke
to respond and turn out with the appliance within 5 minutes of being alerted.

. There is one oppliance, o water tender carrying 400 gallons of water and

" ‘specifically designed for rural areas. There are 10 firemen retained by the

 station, and @ maximum’ of six attend a call (fhus allowing for flexibility

- _im cxvcllobllli'y)

7.9.4

> HEVE
7.9.5
I ‘b°|5fef the snow plough operuhon demonstrotes initiative. born out-of inde pen-

; dence and fhe need for.self help in ruml areasii i

Ambulance

. The ambulance service is operated by Moredun Garage on @ eontract

\bas;s and their persdnmel are trained accordlngly. The garage: also operate
the hospital car service.

. .Sﬁow-Elough

The snow plough service is essential to maintain communications in Winter.

* ‘The service within the parish is shared between the Cumbria Countiy Council. *
+.. Department of Highways and Transportation area staff and fhe Moredun garage
¢ iwho operote under County Councﬂ dn'echon. :

N

The pamcnpaj'lon of a local garage to maintain an ombulonce service and

- Sources: .. .

7 1 Eden District Councnl (Enwronmenfai Healfh Housmg &
vy Planning)~" R

© 7.2 ston & Nenthead Prumqry Schools (Head-mosfers)
Samuel King's School (Headmaster, Secretary, stoff)
Cumbnc County Council (Educahon Deportment)
o 73. Cumbria Zrea Health Mhonfy ' .
7 Plston Cottage H05p|tol (Mctron)

| 7,.'4‘ ) Cumbna County Council (Soclcl Serwces Department)
: Local residents A

7.5. Cumbria County Council (Library service) -
Local residents

7.‘6;- '.anht Bros (Coaches) Ltd ‘
~+ . Cumbria County C«wncul (Plonnmg, nghways & Transpoﬂ'ahon)

7.7. NORWEB
Northern Gas _
Eden District Council, /‘-I;?on office

‘ 7.8; Alston Police Station:

Cumbria County Council (Fire service, Highways & Transportation)

Moredun Garage, 2lston




40
8. THE ENVIRONMENT e e '

8.1. " landscope v N

8.1.1  ° Alston Moor is characterised by wild, uninhabited expanses of moorland.
'+ Because the ldadscape is very open, with extensive views, it is also very
- susceptible to change, a fact recognised by the Countryside Commission in
thd r attempt to designate the area an "Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty".

8.1.2 The sense of freedom from civilisation which can be falt on the moor, with
.curjews and lapwings wheeling overhead, is experienced by the increasing * -
numbers of Pennine Way walkers every summer. It draws pecple tolive here
~and holds pecple who might otherwise be tempted to move elsewhete to e arn
a living in easier circumstances. For people who enjoy outdoor pursuits like
horse-riding and fishing, and for those who simply enjoy the peace of this
remote area, /lIston Moor is a very attractive environment to five in.

8.1.3 The landscape is rich in bird and'plant life and is also of considerable

' - geclegicol interest. . Moor House Nature Reserve is approached from Alston
Moor although it is, in fact, outside the parish (ot -the head of Teesdale).
The parish is also bounded by the Upper Teesdale and /ppleby Fells SSS1
(site of special scientific interest). In common with Cross Fell §SS1, part

. of which is within the parish, these fell:areas are of great biological import-

"ance. They contain diverse geological structures which support a variety of
plant communities and .are the breeding grounds of wading bitds. There
is also an S5S1, "Alston Shingle Banks”, between Leadgate and Alston.
This is an area of riverside shingle bank along the South Tyne and is of
botanical importance. The landscape's general attractions are thus supple~
mented by features of specialist interest and ecological importance. .. . ..o .

- s _-r 9

8.1.4 These are all positive aspects of the landscape but they are’ compromised
by certain prominent. features which fnar its present appearance. These
negative points fmelude. derelict buildings, untidy areas, spoil heaps and
other industrial debris, particularly in the Nenthead area.

8.1.5 - Derelict buildings are a testimony of Altton Moor's more highly populated
past. In 1971 the proportion of vacant property in Alston Moor was twice that
of Eden District. (Alston Moor 18.2%, Eden 7.3% of total stock). Prekious
planning policies tended to perpetuate this particuldr characteristic by refusing
permission to rehabilitate or convert dérelict property. This trend has been

~ halted in recent: years and such properties may now be restored for residential
~use (see 7.1.5). The restoration of derelict proge rty should be encouraged
throughout Alston Moor as a stép towards improving the area's image both
for local residents and visitors, . . o

8.1.6 Improvement of untidy areas is generally o matter for the private individual
concerned, but provision of more litter bins could reduce scattering of
. Aitter, particularly.in the centres of, Alston. (The Parish Council are in fact
' ;}I\_lcnning further provision). .

8.1.7 Industrial relies could become an attraction if the historic conoections
with lead-mining are exploited and further reclamation of spoil heaps at
Nenthead could greatly improve the village's present appearance (discussed

further in-8.2.2). . .. .
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8.0.8 - - Improvement of fhese features would create a generally more prosperous
impression of the arec and should be coupled with policies to conserve the
primitive aspects of the landscape (e.g. by very careful integration of new
tourist~orientated ventures). '

8.2. Nenthead
8.2.1. Nenthead is not an attractive village, and despite previous

County Council reclamation schemes, it is scarred by industrial
despoliation. The centre of the village is dominated by a large
brick building, previously a smelt-mill, which now houses Wright's
bus garage. Large areas of partially reclaimed spoil heaps are also
prominent features of the village landscape. The "Miners Arms',
the Lead Miner's Reading Room and the inscription on the nearby
village pump are all further manifestations of Nenthead's past.
The previous centre of activity which included the public wash-
house, clock tower and market hall, located further up the Nent at
Rampgill has virtually disappeared, only a few very derelict
buildings now remaining. Nenthead is a somewhat scattered village,
each individual area having its separate identity;

i.e. Overwater, which consists largely of terraced miners cottages,
and Whitehall about 200 feet above the village centre approached
by a steep cobbled hill. :

8.2,2,  The large spcil heaps which have previously been graded and flattened
“are 1o be the subject of further lands coping, primarily tree planting and the
oddition of topsoil, by the County Council during 1980;- 1981, The. -
reclaimed area opposite the primary school is intended for futtee use as a
- children's playing field. Further reclomation schemes to improve areas of
' dereliction ot previously improved, including land at Nentsberry, are
‘proposed in the future, probably during 1982. Once the full effects of
these schemes are visible, trees having had time to mature, the appearance
of the Nenthead area should be considerably improved.

8.3,  Garrigill

8.3.1 " Garrigill is o picturesque village which clusters around a very pleasant
‘village green, located in the upper.reaches of the South Tyne Vc“ey. ;

- Although Garrigill's history is also associated with lead-mining, the mines
were generally further up the valley, a@way from the village ifse!f which
has the appearance of a rural agricultural settlement. In fact thns. funciiton

* has largely disappeared as many houses are second homes or occupied by
~ retired persons. ' :

8.3.2 Nos 1 ® 2 Bridge End Cottages (just over the river from the village centre).
~ "are listed as being of Special Architectural or Historic Interest, and the
disused Congregationdl Chapel at Redwing (on the Leadgate Road) is also
listed.

8.3.3.  There is little need .t‘q improve the environment in Garrigill bufi.fhe
children's recreation ground is in need of new equipmerzf_.and there is a
“need for carefully-sited public conveniences to servis visitors.

8.4. - Alston

8.4.1 . Alston's an old market town situated on a hillside rising from ?21 to
1102 feet.. The whole of the town centre is a designated conservation area.
Cuite @ number of properties date from the seyenfeenth centur‘): c;nd oare
particular feature of Alston is its cobbled main street and market squ

S . ; ——
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’ ‘ ‘main street, such as Kate's Lane which dates from,q similor. periad:to the Butts.
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8.4.4
-, merit to those which are listed having been excluded from the Lig. There
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with a market cross which is listed (but wos recently demolishad = see 7.65»20);,-

The oldest éurviving part of the town is.the Butts to the north of the town
centre. This is potentially an attractive area of narrow lanes, and old
houses but at present contains a large praportion of derelict property. Some
of these have recently been restored to provide holiday cottages. .The area .
is currently in mixed use containing some indistrial premises and some

- permanent dwellings. If the Butts were to be generally improved, primarily,

by restoration, and walks through the area signposted, it could emarge
from being a backwater to become a busier, more lively part of the fown.
This could be further aided if the mixture of activities in this area were to
include a few small shops, bearing in mind the scarcity of available premises
in the town centre (deseribed in 6,1,13), Viability of any future retail
development would be increased by use of the route through the Butts to the
Town Centre by people walking from the Station yard car-park (7.6.14), and
, possibly in the long-term.by opening up of the Nent Force Level 6.5.12),
; yihfciiilg‘r_,tg;g‘es‘s would peed ta be restricted if this were to be suceessful,

siymwy e >

Anu;n!;c;_gfrscpqll Icgeg (gpd,foofgcths exqgf,spff the, opp;)sit’e side of the

. There are very few listed Buildings in #lston, properties of equal age and

1

are also a number of buildings &f group value which may be worthy of histing.

It is therefore suggested that the List of Buildings of Special Architectural

or Historic Interest for Alston should be reviewed. This would help to ensure
. that any alterations to the more outstandli ng properties in the town are cartied

- opt sympathetically, and although some property-owners may feel that it
.. 1s onerous to have a building listed, it can sometimes assist in obtgining

8.4.5

" finoncial aid,

Alston Conservation Zrea is recognised by the Historic Buildings Counci I
as being "outstanding". This, in effect, means that it is entitled to benefit

... from grants available under Section 10 of the Town and Country Planning

8.4.6.

8.4.7

: (Amendment Q Act 1972, These grants (25 -'_"50"_'/{5)'may be awarded by the

~ Department of the Environment (DOE), on recommendation from the Historic
Buildings Council, towards expenditure incurred in connection with the

_preservation or enhancement of an outstanding conservation area or part of

such an area. The scope of these grants is wide and may include not only
buildings but, for instance, special street lighting and landscaping schemes,
and undergrounding of overhead cables.

The County C,oqng;i:l has limited funds fqr conservdﬁon_ahd;_,mdy,c;ffergm;t‘s“
of 123% towards structural repairs of listed. buildings and other buildings of
townscape quality, :

There would appear to be a strong case for setting up a 'Town Scheme'
in Alston. The pumpose of these schemes is to restore groups of buildings
in outstanding conservation areas thereby having o greater impact than the
improvement of scattered properties. There are several groups of properties
in a poor state of repair in Alston (e.g. in the Butts, ot Overburn and in the
market square) which could benefit by such a scheme. Finoncial assistance
under a Town Scheme is given for structural repairs and not alterations

- (although the latter are sometimes eligible for Section 10 grants),

.
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8.4.8

8.4.9

8.4.10

8.4.11

DOE contribution has been increased to 50%, the owner theh only having

43.

(9]

The contributors are the DOE who provide 25% and the County and District
Councils who each provide 123% of the cost of approved structural repoirs,
thus leaving the owner to provide 50% of the cost. In special ‘cases the

to provide 25% of the cost (notably in Whitchaven and Cockermouth in
West Cumbria which both have Town Schemes in operation). However,
before considering whether a special case could be made for Alston, a first
step would be to initiate a Town Scheme. ' a K

A large proportion of comments received in response o the questionnaire
stressed the need to tidy up Alston and to improve derelict buildings.
Therefore local opinion would appear to favour the possibility of utilising
sources of finarc e for conservation, to enable the improvement of the

environment and the structural fabric of Alston.

.4 number of respondents to the questionnaire. suggested removing the
2 tts in'the main street. This was probably precipitated by the demolition
: _,"%he market cross, and although suggested for reasons of safety, setts are
purposely incorporated in some new developments to reduce speed. If
removed, traffic would probably travel faster. The setts, a feature which
has long since disappeared in most towns, are an inherent part of Alston's
character and, particularly in view of its outstanding conservation area
status, should be retained. ‘ ' '

Some superficial improvements which would brighten up the appearance
of the town centre can be made quite simply, at relatively, little cost and
have an immediate impact. These include-provision of flower tubs, suitably
elesigned litter bins and seats. (65% of respondents to the questionnaire
were in favour of provision of seats and litter bins). Further and more
costly improvements, in the long term, might include some tree planting

- for instance between the c:obble»c'lE car-park -oreaé and the main stréct, This
- would help to enharicethe rather barren appearance of the market square

which:only pmsesses one tree, ot present. *(54% of respondénts to the
questionnaire were in favour of tree-plcnﬁﬁg). :
Alston is a town with its own distinct character, but its ;fUI‘IA‘pqtggiﬁol
will only be realised if sufficient funds can be made available for the
implementation of sensitive schemes of ressoration and enhancement. ;

Sources: Eden District Council (quhning) :
Cumbria County Council (Plonning)
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9. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS | | .

9.1, ...  Alston's isolated rural bcation and a legacy of exploitation constitute the
'pring:ipql_ components responsible for the present insecure economy of the
. _region. The area is rich in, as yet unexplored, poteritial.: Appropriate
. injection of funds and active co~ordination may realise these latent resources.

9.2, - - The future prosperity of the area wopld cppeerr.fo depend on fihancial
~ input in three fields: ST .

1. Development of a diversity of small industries in order to expand
- existing employment op portunities and rétain a stable population.
2. -Development of existing features which coul d be promoted as tourist
© . attractions. ' s | A
3. Environmental improvements with particular emphasis on restoration of
derelict property. e o o

9.3. ' Local initiative tends to be reprcsmd by lack of finance.. However,
© +1- sources of finance exist in all three dreas of activity described above.
- Knowing of the existence of these various'forms of aid and how to gain
‘access to them is a different story. 7

9.4, Itisrecommended that a co-ordination role be established to marry
local initiative with external sources of finance and to provide a local
comprehensive information base for prespective industrial and! tourist
enterprises.

9.5. . Suchion agent as envisaged wouk! acquaint himself with the potential
- sources of finance and advice for antigipated entrepeeneur and environmental
‘rehabilitation schemes. He would also ne@d to liase with the relevant
authorities who would be concerned with implementation of proposals. Thus
_he would need to establish close links with the Development Commisiion,
- CoSIRA, the Cumbria Tourist Board, Cumbria County Cpuncil Industrial
. Promotion and Planning Departments, Eden District Planning Department
~ and the Historic Buildings Section.of the Department.of the Environment.
A realistic publicity excrelse would be essential.-in order to ensure that the
service can be enjoyed by the moximum number of users. The necessary = . .
~“.contacts between 'projector' and source’ eculd thén be established which
may hopefully culminate in the establishment’ of new businesses within the
parish.  The service could also embrdce an up 16 date register of available
premises and sites and this facility could be advertised to encourage owners
to make vacant property available for registration,

9.6. This proposed service could be implemented in one of several ways.
The Parish Council could sponsor the establishment of an information and
advisory service if an external $ource of finance could be made available
for this purpose (this might even be seen as an extension of the Parish Clerk's
role). Alternatively the service could be incorporated within the existing
local office of Eden District Council. In this case, the service may not
-necessarily be confined to the parish; but be made available o other
regions in the eastern fringe of Eden District, i.e. in parallel with the
recently established Fellside project. ‘A further possibility would be to
incorporate the role within the Fellside Officer's terms of reference.




9.6.

9.7.

9.8.

9.9.

45.

Bearing in mind the withdrawal of Special Area Development Status in
August 1980 and the imminent loss of Development Area status in 1982,
there is a need for an economic study of Zlston Moor to be undertaken .
This should be submitted to the Department of Industry arguing the case for
retention of Development Area status in time for the groposed governement
review in mid 1981. The case would be strengthened by a substantial

record of success, made possible directly as a result of harnessing regional
aid.

The patish supports a respectable number of thriving societies and clubs.
However, some facilities exist which are presently underused, Inevitably
the onus rests within the community to organise fuller use of these social

resources. Increased publicity and co~ordination would invigorate these
essential ¢community activities.

Despite the continued decline in population over the past centory,
Alston is well provided with services in relation to the size of the popvletion
it supports. It is important however, to establish a stable or even growing
population in order to ensure that the existing level of services is maintained
and hopefully improved. Therefore the successful development of small
businesses will play a vital rcle in the future wall-being of the parish.

In conclusion, to attain prosperity and assure the quality of life on
Alston Moor, investment is needed on a scale which is unlikely to be
achieved without external financial support. However, resources exist
within the parish: available and willing labour, latent tourist attractions,
a potentially very attractive environment and the uncompromising local
initiative of an independent spirited people. These features positively
harnessed, could create a vibrant and exciting future for Alston Moor.




